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TELEVISION takes its audiences close to events and the men who 
lay claim to decisive influence on those events. T he cameras were 
very revealing of President Johnson and Prime M inister Holt in 
their politicians’ progress through eastern Australia. Predictably, 
Mr. H olt came out worse—obviously obsequious, long-winded and 
boring. Mr. Johnson, more experienced and better coached in 
projecting an image, was perhaps the bigger disappointment to 
those who may have looked for any signs of intellectual depth or 
I grasp of the moral and political issues in Vietnam and Asia.
Instead, there were lashings of ham and corn, a virtuoso dis­
play of American politicians’ expertise and glad-handing. The 
unprecedented thousands of demonstrators were confirmed in their 
determ ination to continue campaigning to keep Australia indepen­
dent of the U nited States. T he uncom m itted who thought through 
the ballyhoo, even many who went to cheer and wave flags, must 
have felt some apprehension that such a man sits at the control 
panel of immense destructive power.
Mr. Holt and most of the pt'ess were lavish with superlatives 
before, during and after the visit; everything was “historic”. His­
tory rarely judges events as do the men who take part in them. 
Events called “historic” by interested parties are often unim por­
tant and soon forgotten. T he M anila Conference is certainly 
destined for historical oblivion. I t was no peace conference; if 
it m eant anything, this was contained in Johnson’s guarantee to 
W estmoreland on his hurried visit to Vietnam—-“everything you 
want”. M anila was the green light for still more ferocious use 
of American military m ight in the aggressive war.
HO W  goes this war? T h e  press reports alternate between mean- 
spirited trium ph—“m ilitarily the war is being won”, and perplexed 
pessimism—“we are losing the war for the minds and hearts of 
the people”.
Five months ago, our press reported trium phantly on the 
Australian Army’s campaign to win over the villagers of Hoa 
Long, a mile from its H.Q., with civil aid, a new market, food
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and clothing, a school . . . Early one Sunday morning the farce 
turned into tragedy, as 1,000 troops sneaked out of their camp, 
sealed off the village and rounded up every male between 12 and 
45, every female between 12 and 35.
These people— 1,000 of them—were carted off to the provincial 
capital for “interrogation”. T he m eaning of this word was re­
vealed by Daily Mirror reporter John Sorrell, who wrote: “f travel­
led the village with one of the (South) Vietnamese units, led by 
a veteran captain who had fought for the French at Dien Bien 
Phu. He found one Vietcong . . . T he Viet captain later showed 
no mercy. ‘I am going to beat him  up, then kill him ,’ he said. 
1 never saw the man again.”
Hoa Long is the Vietnam war in microcosm, revealing the 
military, political and moral issues and lessons of the war. The 
“enemy” is the whole population; 12-year-old girls or South Viet­
nam Army conscripts (“T he local Vietnamese troops were not 
told of the search until the last moment . . .”).
T h e  South Vietnam Army is led by officers who fought 
against the Vietminh, to keep their country a French colony. The 
captain was no exception; Prime M inister Ky, many of his Cabi­
net and m ilitary leaders, were French puppets before changing 
their allegiance to the Americans.
T he whole structure of “government” is corrupt and anti­
national. T he September “elections” were a farce. Said South 
Vietnam Buddhist monk, Thich N hat Hanh: “T he people voted 
because they were told they’d get no rice if they didn’t.” Force, 
and force alone, keeps the Ky regime in  power. And this force 
is now almost exclusively provided by the U nited States and its 
allies.
This “foreigners’ war” is regarded by the people as a war of 
aggression. “Search and destroy” gave a figleaf of propriety by 
assigning U.S. (and Australian) troops to the front-line fighting, 
and then handing over the “pacified” areas of the South Viet­
namese. Now U.S. and allied troops are to “clear and hold”; 
foreigners are now to occupy the whole country.
T he miracle of Vietnam is that the U nited States is suffering 
military reverses as well as political defeats. Never before has 
such an apparently unequal war gone on so long and seemed so 
endless. O n the Americans’ own figures, they out-number the 
National Liberation Front by at least eight to one; they claim
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j] a “kill ra tio” of ten to one. Technological superiority is im- 
measureable. They have complete or virtual monoplies in planes, 
rockets, napalm, white phosphorus, gas and defoliating chemicals, 
tanks, warships . . , the list is long. T he Americans have long 
surpassed the previous “world record”—they have dropped more 
bombs in Vietnam than were dropped on Europe in W orld W ar II.
W HY no American victory? T he obvious and only possible reason 
—that the people won’t submit—cannot be admitted. T heir only 
excuse is “Vietcong terror”. Since the balance of terror is so 
obviously on the Americans’ side, this is not a very convincing 
! argument. T he main evidence given is the “assassination” of vil­
lage chiefs and others (up to 16,000, it is asserted).
T h e  village chiefs were themselves practitioners of terror, 
the m ain instruments of Diem, anniversary of whose downfall 
was marked by a ceremonial parade in Saigon on November 1. 
T he American professor, Bernard B. Fall, writing in the U.S. 
magazine Ramparts, states:
“ . . . Diem ended the 400 to 500 year trad ition  of the dem ocratic election 
of village chiefs by each village . . . H e  began m aking local appointm ents 
from  Saigon, and  the  appointees—m any of them  outsiders—were m et w ith 
open hostility  by the villagers. D iem ’s m en w ould have to go outside the 
' village to the police post to sleep safely. M any of them  were known to be 
gouging the  villages. T h e  h a rd  fact is th a t when the V iet Cong assassinated 
these m en, th e  Viet Cong were given a R obin  Hood halo by the  villagers.”
Denis W arner confirms that this position has worsened, at 
least in one im portant respect:
“C orrup tion  has reached lim its w hich test credibility. Far too little  of the 
great Am erican aid  program m e reaches its destination  and far too m uch goes 
in to  th e  hands of unscrupulous officials . . .  I  talked to one Am erican official 
who said he  always added ex tra  to aid  consignm ents so th a t district village 
officials w ould have a share allocated to them .” (S M H  4/11/66).
T h e balance of terror reveals the deep moral sickness of 
American imperialism. Its apologists shudder with horror at “Viet­
cong terrorism ”, accepting with apparent equanimity at best, and 
all-out support at worst, the impersonal, one-sided, technologi­
cally advanced barbarity of high explosive, napalm  and chemical 
i warfare.
W estern capitalism is morally sick, and the loss of moral 
feeling in  Vietnam demands and receives its intellectual ration­
alisation. Dean Acheson, co-author and now Elder Statesman of
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the Cold War, said in a speech at Amherst College in December, 
1965:
“T h e  end sought by our foreign policy . . .  is, as I have said, to preserve 
and foster an environm ent in which free societies may exist and flourish. 
O ur policies and actions m ust be decided by w hether o r not they contribute 
to o r detract from  achievem ent of this end. T hey need no o th er justification 
or m oral or ethical em bellishm ent . . .” (Quoted by B ernard Fall in Ramparts).
Thus a spokesman for the Christian West sententiously but 
clearly asserts: T he end justifies the means.
One million Vietnamese died in the nine years of the inde­
pendence war against the French. T he deathroll since the 
Americans “escalated” the war two years ago already nears 250,000. 
Such slaughter is horrifying genocide; it must be stopped by still 
more resolute action of all who condemn the war. This means 
every socialist country acting in concert and putting aside alJ 
differences to help Vietnam; it means every person and movement 
opposed to the war, in every capitalist country, working in unity 
to exert maximum possible pressure for an end to U.S. aggression. 
This is particularly a task for Australia, so much a part of the 
U.S. war, where so much public opposition, concern and un 
easiness exists.
T H E  anti-Johnson demonstrations may finally prove the most 
im portant event of the visit. It is no exaggeration to say this 
marked a new higher stage in the protest movement against the 
Vietnam war. A new determination, a wider social base, a more 
m ilitant spirit, these were new features serving notice upon the 
Establishment that the opposition is growing wider and deeper.
O ther straws show how the political wind is blowing. The 
Independent Liberal movement, irrespective of its ultim ate sup­
port in votes, is an im portant direct challenge to government 
policy on Vietnam from a new social force. Divisions within the 
Liberal Party and still more notably between the Liberal and 
Country Parties, are strongly affected by the sustained opposition 
to the Vietnam war and conscription.
T he far right is mobilising all its forces to meet the threat of 
the protest movement. It is only too easy to dismiss the far right 
as extremists, cranks and fanatics, unim portant and slightly ab­
surd. T he arrest of 19 American “M inutem en”, with an a s t o u n d ­
ing armoury of weapons, allegedly for use against “leftist” camps,
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may cast a different light upon the Far R ight here, since it peddles 
the Birchite propaganda which inspires the Minutemen. However, 
the real danger to Australian democracy does not yet come from 
extra-legal fascist violence.
T h e  threat is powerful and more sinister—the strong and 
growing influence of the Far R ight within the Liberal Party. 
T he Liberal Party extreme right almost defeated a candidate for 
W arringah pre-selection, although his anti-communism is above 
suspicion, because he opposes apartheid. Some selected Liberal 
candidates are connected with Ustashi terrorists (through the 
“Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations” and “Captive Nations W eek”); 
they favor “war on m ainland China” and see Communist influence 
everywhere.
This could perhaps be dismissed too if it were not known 
that some powerful figures in the H olt Ministry were also as­
sociated with these groupings. Killen, Kent Hughes, W entworth 
and Jess have colleagues in seats of power. T he threat to Aus­
tralian democracy is real; it comes from the Far Right and sees 
its course to power as through Liberal government.
T here are enough legislative powers, and a growing group 
of influential Ministers, to ensure an attem pted crackdown on 
protest movements. This could arise if the government suffered 
loss of seats, thus feeling insecure, or m aintained its majority, 
and felt untram m elled by public opinion. And defeat for the 
government could easily decide the Far R ight upon other paths, 
such as Colonel Campbell and his New G uard took a generation 
ago.
T h e  labor and democratic movement must be alert to the 
threats to democracy posed by the undeclared war in Vietnam and 
the whole dangerous course of the foreign policy summed up in 
the notorious: “All the way with LB J”. As Mr. Barton, leader 
of the Liberal breakaway movement said (SM H , November, 7):
“I th in k  the suggestion th a t anyone who opposes the G overnm ent is a 
com m unist is no t only wrong, b u t its a sym ptom of a condition in  th is country 
where people are afraid to stand up  for their principles because of the 
j possibility they m ight be attacked in this way.”
Racialism and anti-communism are, of course, the only real 
Government justification for the Vietnam war. T he old “yellow 
hordes of Asia” catch-cry has now become a more multi-coloured 
! scare—T h e Red yellow hordes. T h e  Far R ight is thus the more 
welcome, since it is very much a W hite M an’s movement. In it are
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to be found friends of Smith’s Rhodesia and Vorster’s South 
Africa; anti-semites; even an academic who asks us to ponder how 
“we” would feel if outnum bered by aborigines, as South African 
whites are outnum bered by blacks.
ABORIGINES are greatly outnum bered by whites; of course 
no one in authority has worried very m uch how they feel about 
this. W hite dom ination of the Aborigines has brought them untold 
suffering and misery in  the 178 years of European settlement. 
Seventeen years of Liberal government have brough forth a new 
policy, assimilation, and many assurances that the bad old days 
have gone forever.
Present-day realities have suddenly been revealed in all their 
shocking harshness. And this revelation has been brought about by 
an historic action of the Aborigines themselves. T he Aboriginal 
stockmen’s strike in the Northern T erritory has many far-reaching 
implications. I t  has once again shown that direct action is the 
way to get results, a lesson that the Aboriginal strikers have em­
phasised for white workers. T he results already gained are con­
crete—changes in regulations governing accommodation and keep; 
admission that supervision of previous regulations was lax or 
even non-existent; exposure of the callous inhum anity towards the 
Aborigines by Vesteys and other big cattle companies; misuse of 
Aborigines’ social service payments by some station managements.
T he strike has already forced a substantial increase in the 
wage scale, in  the face of the Industrial Commission. This agree­
ment, reached by the ACTU with cattle owners and government, 
has been rejected by the strikers and the N orth Australian Workers’ 
Union because it falls short of the m inim um  possible settlement— 
the basic wage for Aboriginal stockmen.
It seems certain that the struggle will continue next year, 
when the cattle companies again want Aboriginal stockmen. This 
underlines the need for continued financial and moral s u p p o r t  
for the strikers. Support so far has been remarkable. D exter 
Daniel and Captain Major, representing the Aboriginal strikers, 
have m ade a tremendous impression in  Sydney and Melbourne- 
Thousands of dollars have already been sent to the N .T. A bori­
ginal Rights Council and the NAW U. As usual, the bulk of the 
money has come from m ilitant unions and from job m eetings- 
A very heartening new development is financial support from the 
universities, mainly from collections by radical students.
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An interesting sidelight on the strike is the various reponses 
from the Establishment. Predictably, the cattle owners reacted by 
accusations of “Communist influences”. T he Federal Government 
has been discreetly silent. T he m etropolitan press first tried to 
blanket the strike and its exposure of intolerable conditions in  
silence. T here were only two exceptions from the beginning—the 
Northern Territory News in Darwin, and Tribune nationally. T o  
their credit, most m etropolitan papers have subsequently come 
around to news and, in general, favorable comment on the strike. 
An interesting exception is the Packer press. The Bulletin has so 
far m ade no comment on the strike, and a rough check of three 
m onths’ issues shows only two lines reporting the fact that Wave 
H ill was out.
T h e  salient fact is that this strike was “caused” by no-one 
except the cattle owners and the government. It was “fom ented” 
by no-one except the Aborigines’ own leaders. I t is most signifi­
cant that this strike has already brought forth such new develop­
ments as the G urindji demand that Wave Hill be turned over to 
them, and the assertion of Aboriginal identity as a people.
T he Aboriginal strike is the signal of the end of “assimila­
tion”, herald of the new path of development for the Australian 
Aborigines.
FOR ELECTION COM M ENT SEE INSIDE BACK COVER.
“T he reason for such a crisis in ideology is that capitalism is 
losing its ability to appeal to reason . . . there is no reasonable ex­
planation for the mass napalm  burning of people. T here is no 
reason for m alnutrition in the midst of affluence . . .  So capitalist 
ideology has been forced to retreat from the arena of reason, of 
debate about ideas, about tru th  . . . has retreated to the back 
alleys where it makes its appeal . . .  to prejudice, to fear, to 
jingoism . . . T he idea that it is all right to burn villages with 
women and children in Vietnam because they are a colored people 
is m aking the rounds in the ideological sewers.”
From report of Gus Hall to 18th National Convention, Com­
m unist Party, U.S.A., June, 1966.
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Richard AUTOMATION 
Dixon A]\D THE UNIONS
The economic and social consequences of automation were 
discussed in September by communist union activists, and 
extracts from some of the speeches are published in this 
issue. T he Australian Council of Trade Unions held a 
seminar on automation in October. The president of the 
Communist Party of Australia comments on some of the 
issues raised in these discussions.
T HE views expressed by trade unionists on the new problems 
arising from technological developments are a very useful begin­
ning in the working out of an effective trade union strategy.
It must be said, however, that the line of approach, especially 
at the ACTU seminar, was to seek solutions w ithin the present 
structure of trade union thinking, methods and organisation. Much 
more than this will be needed if the trade unions are to effectively 
defend their members’ rights, and help shape the fu ture lines of 
trade union influence and organisation in industry and the nation.
In Australia there has been considerable progress in the appli­
cation of new scientific and technological methods to production. 
Automation, however, is only in its infancy. W hat are the pros­
pects these changes hold for the people? T h e  British marxist, Dr. 
Sam Lilley, writing in the August, 1965, issue of Marxism Today 
had this to say:
“Autom ation, in spite of its youth, has gone far enough to 
assure us that almost any productive task can be automated. Even 
now it offers enormous increases in the productivity of labor. 
Computers can plan a factory’s production processes far more 
skilfully than any hum an production manager, giving maximum 
efficiency and minim um  waste. Experim ental work in the Soviet 
Union has gone far enough to show they will soon be able to 
make big improvements in the planning of an entire economy”.
On the basis of what he called “rough calculations” he suggested 
that “it would now be possible to double the ou tput of wealth 
per head every ten years—and go on doubling it decade after 
decade. T his means that the ou tput of wealth per head could be
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m ultiplied by four in 20 years, eight in 30 years, by sixteen in 40 
I years. W ith a two-fold improvement to follow every ten years, we 
j can surely say that the W orld of Plenty and the W orld of Ample 
Leisure is in sight.”
Dr. Lilley explained that capitalism is a barrier to the full use 
of the benefits of automation. T h e  “W orld of Plenty” and of 
“Ample Leisure” will be realised only under socialism and more 
: trade union attention to their final aims is necessary.
Automation, however, will certainly result in a big increase in 
the production of wealth under capitalism. W ho is to benefit 
from this? At the ACTU seminar Mr. Bury, M inister for Labor 
and Industry, said that “technical change m eant a better way of 
life for all the people”. It all sounds so simple and automatic, 
bu t improved living standards will not be as easy to get as Mr. 
Bury would have the unions believe.
T he employers do not have a “world of plenty” and “ample 
leisure” in their sights when they autom ate production. They 
are out to increase production and reduce costs by getting rid  of 
. large numbers of so-called redundant workers, with the single 
clear-cut aim of making bigger profits. Improvements in living 
standards will not be automatic, nor will they come as handouts 
! from arbitration. They have to be won and that calls for more 
organisation, unity and struggle, the crucial weapons of trade 
unionism. T he monopoly capitalists are using the new technology 
to further attack the working people and the rights of the trade 
unions.
In  this situation the trade unions will get nowhere simply by 
taking up  a defensive position. T h e ir way of advance is to stake 
their claims for a big share of the increased wealth for the working 
people and to fight for the rights of the workers and the trade 
unions.
T h e  demands of the trade unions for higher wages, shorter 
hours, more holidays and long service leave, and so on, are most 
im portant. So also is the fight against unemployment and the 
employers’ offensive, for the rights of the workers—the right to 
work and to organisation and for such things as severance pay and 
retraining for new jobs, and so on.
T h e  trade unions must think also of the rights and interests of 
future generations. Neglect of the youth, who, with the advent 
of autom ation suffer from unemployment, could tu rn  them 
against the trade union movement. By defending the right of 
youth to work and by taking up the fight for their demands, the
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trade unions will be in a strong position to rally the young people 
to the banner of trade unionism and unity.
Autom ation creates new and complex problems for the trade 
unions and to meet them successfully they will be compelled to 
examine their organisation, tactics and methods of struggle. The 
fact that a num ber of unions, conscious of the weakness and short­
comings of craft unionism, are urging union amalgamation, is a 
sign of the times. Unions based on the industry principle will 
bring a new outlook, improved organisation and greater unity to 
the working class struggle.
Another im portant m atter is the rapid  growth of white and blue 
collar workers and their organisations. T he fact that ASCPA and 
the H igh Council CPS participated in the seminar on automation 
with the A CTU  is indicative of their concern at the consequences 
of the new technology on their members. Collaboration and 
m utual support of industrial and white collar unions in the fight 
for the just demands of the working people is both possible and 
necessary in tackling this problem.
Finally, if the rights of the workers are to be effectively defended, 
then the role and rights of the trade unions must be increased. 
Abolition of the penal clauses and restrictions on the right to 
strike are essential. T he trade unions should also strive for greater 
rights in industry as spokesmen for the workers.
It must be anticipated that the employers will take advantage 
of autom ation to make new attacks on the rights of trade unions 
and shop committees. If successful this would enable them to re­
organise production to their own advantage and create conditions 
for large-scale dismissals of redundant workers. T he trade unions 
should fight to extend their rights in industry and together with 
shop committees and other elected employees’ representatives, 
insist upon early consultation with managements on the effect of 
technical changes, with full consideration being given to the inter­
ests of the work force.
Tom Wright
Sheet M etal Workers Union
A U TO M A TIO N  has come to be understood as the application 
of new technology including new machines, electronic computers 
and other devices, drastically altering methods of work and the 
num ber of workers required.
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T he new revolutionary technological developments affect not 
only m anufacturing, but all sections of the economy. T he use 
of machinery, electrification and chemicals is transforming agri­
culture into large-scale and intensive agriculture. In  transport 
mechanical equipment is replacing m anual handling of goods 
with the use of large containers and other forms of bulk handling, 
and mechanical rail track laying, autom atic signalling, diesel 
and electric power in place of steam have greatly reduced the 
num ber of workers required.
M odern technology is far in  advance of its general application. 
For example, in the middle of 1963 the estimated num ber of 
complete process control systems operating in  industry was only 
400 for all capitalist countries. Of this num ber 250 were in 
operation in the United States, practically all of them in m ono­
polised industries.
T he initial cost of autom ation is so great that only the 
wealthiest business organisations can find the necessary funds. 
For this reason autom ation in the majority of cases is only 
partial, according to the means at the disposal of the various 
capitalist establishments.
As autom ation means large-scale production, a necessary con­
dition is the existence of an adequate and reasonably stable 
market. T h e  limitations of the Australian market restrict the 
advance of automation in  many branches of production where 
export outlets would be required in competition with the United 
States, Japan  and other advanced countries.
Autom ation increases productivity so that the cost per un it 
of production is greatly reduced, and competing establishments 
which have been unable to keep pace in autom ation are placed 
in a hopeless position. Mergers and take-overs are the order 
of the day; and even large scale capitalist establishments are 
swallowed by giant monopolies.
A further restricting factor in the progress of autom ation is 
that it may mean scrapping existing costly plant, so the establish­
ment of completely new enterprises using advanced techniques 
is easier and more likely than the transformation of old estab­
lishments. In  practice, it is usual for m anufacturing enterprises 
adopting autom ation to open an entirely new factory in another 
locality. This also helps the employer to escape the established
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trade union and workshop organisation, and the system of con­
ditions and over-award payments.
T he new technology greatly increases productivity without a 
corresponding increase in wages, and the decreased ratio of capi­
tal spent on wages compared with other expenditure intensifies 
the problems of markets, as the purchasing power of the workers 
lags more and more behind the gross value of the goods produced.
Structural changes in capitalism brought about by the scienti­
fic and technological revolution include a large increase in the 
num ber of white collar workers as compared with other workers, 
but this is offset by the rapid introduction of computer tech­
niques into offices and banks. T here are now 300 or more 
electronic computers being used in Australia and the number 
will greatly increase.
T h e  new technological changes make clearer the obstacles to 
progress imposed by capitalist relations of production. The 
general introduction of the most advanced technology which 
could provide abundance for all requires social ownership of 
the means of production. Only in this way can there be the 
planned mobilisation of national resources required, and a 
systematic extension of automation in the broad sense, with 
rising living standards and full employment.
Autom ation therefore calls for the all-round strengthening of 
socialist thought and activity.
T H E  rapid technological changes in industry have brought 
about changes in the composition of the Australian work force. 
Changes in the organisation of the production process, such as 
the development of sub-contracting in various industries, have 
resulted in an increase in managerial personnel, foremen, various 
kinds of planners, co-ordinators and similar administrative 
workers.
One outcome of the change has been the campaign about the 
de-proletarianisation of capitalist society, the absorption of the 
proletariat into a new middle class. This theory distorts the
Pat
Building Workers Industrial Union
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concept of social classes; it is an attem pt to represent the changes 
taking place in the social division of labor as class changes.
T he definition of classes given by Lenin is an essential starting 
point when considering this question: “Classes are large groups 
of people which differ from each other by the place they occupy 
in a historically definite system of social production, by their 
relation (in most cases fixed and formulated in laws) to the 
means of production, by their role in the social organisation of 
labor, and, consequently, by the dimensions and method of 
acquiring the share of social wealth that they obtain. Classes 
are groups of people one of which may appropriate the labor 
of another owing to the different places they occupy in a definite 
system of social economy.” (A Great Beginning)
Exam ination of the Australian scene reveals that, despite 
changes in  occupation, the vast m ajority in the work force are 
wage and salary earners. T he 1961 Census shows that the work 
force comprises 267,081 employers, 412,815 self-employed persons 
and 3,351,034 employees.
T h e  figures of earnings also show that the majority are either 
members of, or close to, working class. Australian taxation 
returns for last year gave 4,153,798 persons as earning less than 
$4,000 a year, compared with 399,922 who earned over $4,000. 
T he really big income earners were restricted to 5,410 who earned 
over $20,000 annually.
T he majority of salary earners have interests close to those of 
the industrial working class, and should be seen as the natural 
allies of, and virtually a part of, the working class. T h e  fact 
is that the mass of rank and file office employees and professional 
workers is drawing closer to the proletariat, losing its independ-
Ience and relatively more secure position and becoming an object of increasing capitalist exploitation.
W ith the concentration of economic power into fewer and 
fewer hands, the objective base for unity of all sections of the 
working class for struggle against monopoly exploitation, extends 
still further.
I t also seems clear that development of technology will tend 
to break down the division between blue collar and white collar 
workers. T he Australian Financial Review  in an editorial on 
August 22 referred to the status and salary differentials between
13
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white and blue collar workers having declined from the golden 
days of the late 19th and early 20th centuries. T his is a com­
ment on the fact that companies are now beginning to introduce 
work-measurement techniques in the clerical field. This is being 
clone in an effort to streamline their offices and to reduce staff 
requirements; in short, to speed up clerical work.
These developments call for a much closer relationship between 
the white collar organisations and the Australian Council of 
T rade Unions. W ithin the ACTU there are already a number 
of white collar organisations; in wages campaigns there has been 
a good degree of co-operation between the ACTU, the Austra­
lian Council of Salaried and Professional Associations, and the 
High Council of the Commonwealth Public Service Organ­
isations.
I do not share the view that with the development of automa­
tion and technological progress the importance of the - industrial 
workers will decline. W hile the proportion of workers directly 
engaged in production is decreasing, at the same time there are 
more and more job setters, m aintenance workers, technicians 
specialising in electrical and radio equipm ent, and technical 
service personnel.
Different forms of autom ation have a different effect on the 
pattern of skills. W hile comprehensive autom ation requires 
highly skilled workers with broad qualifications, partial automa­
tion allows the use of relatively unskilled labor on certain 
operations.
T he decisive role of the industrial workers is reflected in the 
present membership of the ACTU and ACSPA. T he ACTU 
embraces 97 unions with a membership of 1,250,000; ACSPA has 
a membership of about 300,000.
W hile the membership of ACSPA is rising at a relatively 
higher rate than that of the ACTU, it still has a long way to 
go before it would replace the ACTU in importance and influ­
ence. T he im portant thing is not to see the two organisations 
in competition, but rather to seek ways in which united activity 
can be undertaken and the prospect opened up of eventually 
joining into the one organisation.
T he initiative needs to come more from the industrial unions, 
seeking jo in t action not only on m atters such as the national
14
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wage demands, but giving assistance to the white collar organ­
isations in struggles concerning demands of those organisations. 
In  this way a solid alliance of all wage and salary earners can 
be established.
Laurie Carmichael
Amalgamated Engineering Union
W IT H  the further development of automated techniques in 
Australia, the trend away from the concrete concepts of the basic 
wage and margins in arbitration will further increase. T he total 
wage concept now adopted in principle, with its less tangible 
and more abstract concepts of “economic content” and “work 
value” will be carried further, compounding the already difficult 
processes of substantiating argument in the arbitration system.
T his will aggravate the growing difficulties of arbitrationists 
within the trade union movement. T h e  extreme right will base 
themselves upon the amorphous concepts as a means of more 
and more trying to head off into a dead end the workers’ 
complaints which will arise from the effects of automation. On 
the other hand, there will be an increasing section of the tradi­
tional reformists concerned with the lack of concrete procedures.
From the point of view of an alternative to this development 
in the form of mass campaigning, the needs concept (perhaps 
a better term should be. found for it) plus a margin for skill 
(and perhaps a different term for this too) would still have the 
most attractive force. T he needs concept, however, would 
certainly have to be associated with modern needs, in particular 
the capacity to absorb the great wealth of goods that can be 
produced and distributed. T he difficulty with the word “needs” 
is that it carries a connotation of existence levels only, rather 
than the high standard of living possible from the great quantity 
of goods wnich can be produced from automated industry.
Problems arise in regard to wage claims of a general nature 
where autom ation penetrates only some industries at the one 
time. For example the relatively high degree of mechanisation 
at General Motors produces fantastic profits for that company 
and large scale redundancy for the workers in the industry. 
But the general wages approach of the whole trade union
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movement at the present time fits in with the arbitration concept 
that the productivity of a highly mechanised industry is taken 
into account in a general claim, and that “efficient” industries 
are tree to enjoy all the fruits of their autom ated processes.
Despite the impact of autom ation in the particular industries 
into which it is introduced, it does not penetrate all industries 
simultaneously, and wages problems associated with spasmodic 
introduction will occur over a protracted period. Even in the 
United States only a relatively small proportion of industry is 
yet automated.
If one thinks of autom ation as being fully introduced, it is 
possible to think of a wages policy which on a nation wide 
scale can take the whole situation into account. Where the 
whole of industry and commercial activity is not automated, 
special claims and special problems arise in those sections where 
it is introduced, because an overall wages policy does not apply. 
This is where the special claims arise, such as a three months 
term ination allowance after 12 months employment, special pay­
ments available for people made redundant in industries whilst 
being retrained for others, etc.
A great deal more effort must be made to argue out the ideo­
logical problems of a mass wages policy with the onset of auto­
mation, as an alternative to the deliberately adopted “abstract” 
policies of arbitration.
A point regarding change of skills. Differences in skills for 
the performance of work will have to continue to be recognised, 
but a stronger stand should be taken with regard to the allegedly 
super skills which are often elevated to managerial and similar 
levels and so “bought off.” There should be more striving for 
a higher common content and lower differentials as the possibil­
ity of higher living standards for all increases.
Jack Hutson
Amalgamated Engineering Union
W H EN talking of autom ation two errors should be avoided. 
One is the tem ptation to adopt a “gee whiz” attitude, that is 
to stand goggle-eyed at the wonders that autom ation can un ­
doubtedly perform. T he danger of this attitude is that it can
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lead to an exaggeration of the concrete facts, which makes it 
difficult to make an objective assessment of what is the actual 
position of automation in Australia.
T he second error is to overlook that autom ation need not 
necessarily be associated only w ith large-scale production. Con­
siderable research and development has been applied to the 
problems of small-scale production because there is also a profit­
able m arket in that field. This is an approach that has parti­
cular significance for Australia as the small domestic market 
provides only limited opportunities for the application of full- 
scale autom ation. So in some industries the main problems arise 
lrom the application of partial autom ation and advanced 
mechanisation.
Suppliers of equipm ent are continually developing equipm ent 
that can be made available at an economic price for use on 
j short-run manufacturing work in various industries. For 
example, the Digiturn attachm ent for standard centre lathe 
enables an unskilled operator to turn  out products up to the 
same standard as those from a skilled turner.
A nother effect of partial autom ation is the use of certain 
I equipm ent as a pace setter for the whole m anufacturing process. 
For example, a M elbourne firm m anufacturing furniture hard­
ware installed a fully autom atic plating plant. T he result has 
been that time study and incentive payments have been intro­
duced into the making and finishing sections, where no new 
equipm ent has been introduced, to speed them up to keep pace 
with the greater rate of production of the new plating plant.
P. R.
a public service union
NO m atter how conscious of new problems one tries to be, there 
is always a tendency to graft onto tomorrow’s conditions the 
problems of yesterday, as though the future arrived with today’s 
problems and not its own. In  no area do such attitudes persist 
more strongly than in the trade union leaderships. T his is 
understandable because of the ever-present need to restore the 
value of labor power and to resist the attempts to lengthen and 
intensify the work-process. T his tendency to hold to standards
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of the past can become a starting point for conservatism and 
resistance to the new.
Today’s great speed of technological change is, in itself, a new 
factor of importance for the unionist. T he rate of change in 
all things has increased tremendously.
Today, the needs of modern industry and commerce in a new 
stage of technology have brought about a phase in automation 
which many specialists contend is new and distinct. This is the 
phase of the special purpose computer, which differs as radically 
Irom the former general purpose machine as does the specialised 
numerically controlled machine tool from the lathe of 1900.
Some bourgeois and socialist thinkers on these subjects seem 
in fairly general agreement that in this period of the special 
purpose computers extending into transport, mining, oil, gas, 
car and many other fields of production, we ŵ ill be confronted 
also with the problems of “beyond autom ation"—the stage of 
the great link-up of the office computer systems and the auto­
mated factory assembly lines which are becoming increasingly 
lines of numerically controlled machine tools. By 1970, it is 
expected that at least 50 per cent of all machine-tools produced 
in the US will be numerically controlled. And such forecasts 
in the fields of automated change have been found to be con­
servative.
As then we move into another phase of automation, it might 
be argued that those who failed to adjust their thinking and 
tactics to the immediate problems of autom ation from the middle 
1950’s have now missed, in some respects, a full historical period 
of technological change and have not been conditioned by that 
experience for the more complex and w’ide-ranging problems 
of the next phase.
Should there be any validity in such a line of reasoning, there 
is only one reliable method of overcoming the lag: secure real 
m lorm ation of the general trends and take full account of the 
“feed back of inform ation” from workers at the points in pro­
duction where technological change is making itself felt most 
strongly.
Outside the fields of technical and professional unionism, there 
appears to be a fairly general rejection of the concept that the
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skills of the workers have continually increased since the onset 
of the mass-production phase of history.
These views on stationary or declining skills of the working 
class in Australia are reinforced by the kind of reasons advanced, 
and sometimes accepted by industrial tribunals, on what are 
known as the work-value factors of particular trades and callings. 
These sacred cows of the arbitration system appear to have been 
accepted by many.
Is there any real basis for the view that rising levels of tech­
nology, education and knowledge are proceeding in the opposite 
direction to the evolution of workers’ skills? I think the answer 
is no if a full historical period is considered instead of a short 
phase of the history of work and skills, and if the relationship 
of man to his work is seen as part of the total historical process.
T he increasing conflicts over the problems of job standards 
and skill ratings raised by the introduction of the special purpose 
computers are posing many new problems for the white collar 
unions. For example: T h e  concept of the special purpose elec­
tronic computers as the great new electronic tools of the clerical 
and communications industries reinforces the conviction that 
white-collar skills are rapidly rising, and that special purpose 
computers are only powering the limits of one facet of white 
collar skills like the vise or the lathe powered the limits of the 
metal workers’ skills, strength and endurance.
It follows from this concept, that the old view of skills being 
either m anual or mental has been an over-simplification, even a 
distortion. T hat, in fact, what have been regarded as m anual 
skills were always much more m ental and perceptual skills than 
they were ever manual skills.
J. G.
a white collar union
T H E  increased tempo of technological change and introduction 
of autom ated processes are beginning to have effects in the area 
of white collar employment.
Insurance clerks have been confronted with the introduction 
of computers leading to redundancy and a decline in the num ber
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of positions; bank employees have waged a struggle on the in tro ­
duction of shift work; airline navigators will cease to exist by 
1973; power and m arine engineers are being challenged by com­
pletely autom ated ships—and this is only the beginning.
On the other hand the technological changes are leading to
the creation of more highly skilled occupations in the white
collar area, occupations which open up job avenues for skilled 
tradesmen to enter the white collar arena.
These developments have underlined the increasing co-opera­
tion in recent years between the Australian Council of T rade 
Unions, the Australian Council of Salaried and Professional 
Associations, and the High Council of Commonwealth Public 
Service Organisations. For example in the Electricity Authority 
we find the Electrical Trades Union, Federated Engine Drivers 
and Firem en’s Association, the M unicipal Officers’ Association, 
and the Association of Architects, Engineers, Surveyors and 
Draughtsmen covering identical classifications. W hen the ETU  
and the FEDFA decide to go on strike or apply a ban, the two 
white collar organisations have to face up  to the problem; can 
their members remain at work while others of the same classi­
fication are on strike?
T he colors of the collars are becoming blurred, and similar 
problems are being encountered. Oil company clerks in one 
Adelaide establishment have recently found that at the age of 
40 to 45 the “career” they had been sold by the company sud­
denly disappeared because the M elbourne office had installed a 
computer and the Adelaide office was to be closed. They were 
confronted with an old blue collar situation— “a brassy smile, 
a handshake, and unemployment.”
T he co-operation between the two areas, white and blue, has 
so tar been primarily at top executive level and only incidentally 
at the job level. If the labor movement is to extract the greatest 
possible gains from the increasing technological development, it 
is vital that there must be closer co-operation on the job. T he 
initiative for this co-operation must em anate mainly from the 
blue collars. As disputes occur, thought must be given by leaders 
on the job as to how the clerks, administrators and technical 
staff in the front office can be informed of what action is being 
taken, why the action is being taken, and how the action can 
affect them.
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DISCUSSION:
A leading Australian psychiatrist, writing under the name 
of Democritus, takes issue with Heraclitus’ views on Freud.
“N E W  Frontiers in P sych ia try", in 
No. 2 of Left Review, has probably 
suffered from  attem pting  to deal w ith 
a com plex and  confused subject in a 
way digestible to  th e  average lay pe r­
son. However, there  are certain points 
dem anding comment.
T h e  con tribu tion  irrita ted  m e not 
only because I  happen  to disagree on 
various m atters of theory, b u t because 
it presents one side of a controversy 
in a ra th e r trite  dogm atic fashion 
which could reasonably lead th e  aver­
age reader in to  concluding th a t psy- 
| choanalysis, or some neo-freudian de- 
I rivative, is synonymous w ith psy­
chiatry.
Also, ju st how fa ir is it to character­
ise psychiatrists who do no t adhere  to 
freudian  o r neo-freudian views as “old 
h a t”, an d  a dying race of men? T h e  
tru th  is th a t the  psychiatric profession 
] continues to debate the  claims of the 
freudians, and the  evidence is very 
clear, a t least overseas, that it is the 
various psycho-dynamic schools which 
are dying.
H eraclitus him self indicates one of 
the  reasons for this by referring  to 
the im practicability  of using psycho­
analytic techniques except for a small 
; and affluent section of the com m un­
ity. B u t he does sweeten the  p ill by 
suggesting th a t the  effective a lte rn a ­
tive of social psychiatry owes a  great 
E deal to Freud, W hile this may be true 
of som e  group psychotherapeutic tech­
niques, i t  is no t tru e  of all. So fa r 
as recent innovations in the psychiatric 
hospitals are concerned, few of the
ideas are derived from psychoanaly­
tic theories.
W hat H eraclitus should have pointed 
o u t is that the  disenchantm ent with 
psychoanalysis has resulted, in m any 
countries, in a strong m ovem ent to ­
wards the  developm ent of com m unity 
h ealth  services, u tilising sociologists 
and  anthropologists. A lthough the 
theoretical goals of this movement 
vary a good deal from person to pe r­
son and from country to country, 
th e ir  ideas are such that, generally 
speaking, they are regarded as heretics 
by the  psychoanalysts.
An indication of the seriousness of 
th e  curren t tussle between the  two 
groups is th a t in the  USA the federal 
governm ent is th reaten ing  to w ith ­
draw  funds from  the m ainly analy­
tically o rien tated  child guidance move­
m ent, and re-channel them  into the 
m ore effective and w ider aim ing field 
of com m unity m ental health .
H eraclitus several times claims that 
psychoanalysis is a scientific discipline. 
W hen they use the  word “science” 
most people m ean the  systematised 
knowledge derived from  observation, 
study and experim entation carried out 
in o rder to determ ine the n a tu re  or 
p rincip les of w hat is being studied.
No m atter how hard  these protagon­
ists push  the  “h ard  sell” technique, 
th e  fact is th a t psychoanalysis does 
no t and cannot use scientific m ethods 
of research. By and large, the  tech­
n iq u e  represents the  analyst’s a ttem pt 
to in te rp re t the  p a tie n t’s history and
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symptoms w ith in  his preconceived 
theoretical fram ework, relating  this 
back to his pa tien t. If it is rejected, 
this is in te rp reted  as “resistance” and 
a clear indication  th a t therapy m ust 
continue. However, if the in te rp re­
tations are accepted this is regarded 
as ano ther triu m p h  for psychoanalysis, 
and a proof of its validity. T au to ­
logical proof such as this is certainly 
not scientific m ethod.
It has been po in ted  ou t by O r a n ­
ski, a well-known experim ental psy­
chologist, th a t m ost if no t all psycho­
analytic concepts, because of their 
subjectiveness, cannot be properly 
scrutinised in a scientific sense. T h is 
has been referred  to at some length 
by H . J . Eysenck in his book, Uses 
and A buses o f Psychology.
Some indication  of the subjective­
ness of th e ir findings may be gained 
from  the troubled  history of bicker­
ings and schisms in th e  psychoanalytic 
camp. Glover, a B ritish psychoanalyst, 
has gone on record w ith a probable 
explanation  for this. A prospective 
p ractitioner of psychoanalysis is ob­
liged to en te r in to  a special type of 
train ing  re la tionsh ip  w ith a senior 
and experienced analyst—a personal 
re lationship so to speak—in order to 
receive long, intensive, and usually ex­
pensive supervision.
For economic reasons, am ong others, 
the trainee is v irtually  forced to drop 
ou t of tra in in g  if he should find h im ­
self sceptical of w hat is presented in 
the m atte r of in te rp reta tion . B ut if 
he continues he  m ust become a de­
votee of his train ing  analyst, and 
such a coterie o f devotees tend to fo l­
low an heretical tra in ing  analyst in 
the  establishm ent of a new school of 
analysis. All schools argue th a t they 
are correct, scientific, etc., b u t how 
scientific can a procedure be if an
identical m ethod of investigation re­
sults in such widely divergent con­
clusions?
T h e  subjectivity of the investigatory 
process of the  m ain  orig inator of the 
theory, Sigm und Freud, is crucial and 
w orthy of a  few m om ents’ study. It 
w ould be  m ore accurate, incidentally, 
to use th e  term  “form ulations,” for 
in m any m atters (e.g., the  n a tu re  and 
orig in  o f anxiety) F reud w ould make 
a h a rd  and fast form ulation  on the 
basis of his “scientific" findings only 
to  re trac t a t a later da te  and substi­
tu te  an  a lte rna te  form ulation.
In th is regard, I would suggest re­
ference to  F ragm ents o f m y  Analysis  
W ith  F reud  by Joseph W ortis. If 
W ortis was brash and  provocative he 
could a t  least p lead youth as an ex­
cuse. Freud  on the  contrary showed 
him self to  be m oralising, patronising, 
bully ing  and often self-contradictory— 
h ard ly  the  best characteristics fo r a 
m an claim ing objectivity.
T h is  is still m ore clearly dem on­
strated  in  Psychoanalysis: A  Critique  
Based on  F reud’s Case o f L ittle  
H a n r  by W olpe and R achm an (Jour­
nal o f  N ervo u s and M ental Disease, 
1960), in  w hich the  w riters review 
evidence of F reud bullying the  child 
and his fa th e r in to  m odifying the  his­
tory in o rder to  m ake it conform 
with F reud’s preconceived notions.
Concerning Freud’s rejection of the 
technique of hypnosis because symp­
tom  suppression was followed rapidly 
by re tu rn  of symptoms, E rnest Jones 
the  English psychoanalyst comments 
th a t Freud  adm itted  his personal d if­
ficulty in  inducing hypnotic states. 
One wonders how m uch Freud’s ob­
jection was, to use his own term , a 
good old-fashioned rationalisation . Be 
th a t as i t  may, Jan e t, the  French pio­
neer in  hypnosis, d id  no t experience
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the same difficulty and is num bered 
amongst the m any workers who have 
used hypnosis and various condition­
ing therapies for symptom suppres­
sion, w'ith excellent results and w ithout 
re tu rn  of symptoms. See Ja n e t’s Psy­
chological Healing  and W olpe’s Psy­
chotherapy by Reciprocal Inh ib ition .
I am of the opinion th a t not only 
does psycho-analysis suffer the  defect 
of being applicable only to a small 
group of patients, bu t that it suffers 
m any o th er defects, including the 
claim  it makes of being able to ex­
p lain  every eventuality of hum an 
behaviour—a claim only possible be­
cause of the subjectivity and vague­
ness of most of its concepts. However 
it is this which lulls many psychiatrists 
in to  believing th a t there is no fu rth er 
room for research o ther than  tilling 
in certain  gaps of psychoanalytic 
theory.
H eraclitus’ treatm ent of the  organi- 
cists and learning theory schools 
(Pavlov was only one of m any learn­
ing theorists incidentally), illustrates 
his restricted concept of fu tu re  re­
search prospects. His last paragraph 
shows, if I may be excused for saying 
it, e ither gross ignorance, o r negligent 
w'riting. Behaviorism is no t m ech­
anistic m aterialism , unless he be re­
ferring  to th e  J. B. W atson school of 
reflexology, which was so po p u lar in 
the 1920s, and which stated that all 
hum an behaviour could be understood 
in term s of simple reflex actions. Most, 
though it is true  not all, learn ing 
theorists o r theories of behaviorism 
are in tim ately  concerned with m an ’s 
inner subjective life—but not with 
vague subjective descriptions. R ather, 
they are concerned with determ in ing  
the  objectively measured features of 
perception, cognition, mood, etc.
For technical reasons th e  workers 
in th is field do not generally start
th e ir investigation w ith m an and his 
behavior, bu t with anim al experim en­
tation , hoping, in time, to move m uch 
m ore thoroughly into the realm  of 
scientific investigation of m an himself.
For this reason w hat they have to 
offer in clinical practice is, as yet, 
relatively crude and improvised, and 
is lim ited to only a num ber of psy­
chiatric  conditions . . .  as is also the  
case with psychoanalytic m ethods of 
treatm ent. B ut newer and m ore 
sophisticated techniques are constantly 
appearing  — for exam ple, see the ex­
cellent review on the subject by Mc- 
Conaghy in the May, 1964, issue of 
M edical Journal o f A ustralia. I t 
should also be m entioned th a t a n u m ­
ber of figures are available supporting  
the view' th a t behavioral techniques 
of therapy are significantly m ore ef­
fective than  eclectic and psychoanaly­
tic oriented  therapy (see W olpe, 
Rachm an, Costello, Eysenck, Bentler, 
etc.).
H eraclitus has a poor opinion of 
organicists, but I th ink his opinions 
smack too much of w hat he has been 
told, and not enough of w hat he has 
experienced. W hile it is true th a t 
they did, and still do, regard the 
problem  as basically a m edical-path- 
ologv problem , not all took this a tt i ­
tude. In fact, they have m ade very 
im portan t con tributions to o u r present 
dav understanding of the physical 
consequences of the in n er life we are 
both so eager to know about. See 
Solve and G ellhorn to gain some novel 
insights.
1 would suggest th a t the w riter 
should not forget th a t, anti-psycho­
logical as many of these workers W'ere, 
history shows us they achieved a great 
deal, unless of course H eraclitus de­
nies the help in his clinical practice 
of such well established treatm ents as
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electroshock, antidepressant drugs, 
tranquillisers, lith ium , sleep therapy, 
n o t to speak of th e  conventional use 
of sedatives. M echanistic m aterialists 
m any of them  were, b u t we should 
not forget th e ir historical con tribu­
tion. A nd I feel there  is am ple u n ­
surveyed g round  yet for them  to 
continue to contribute.
I am not sure th a t it is correct to say 
the m ajority  of psychiatrists have a 
“ basic psycho-dynamic orien tation .” 
C ertainlyj for w ant of a well system- 
atised theory to be  used in post-grad­
u a te  psychiatric train ing , i t  is usual 
to p resent psychoanalysis to the  stu ­
dents; and w hile most of them  feel 
they have a use for one or several of 
the  concepts (e.g., the unconscious, or 
various of the  defence mechanisms), 
it is my experience th a t few show a 
fondness for th e  m ore "way o u t” con­
cepts such as fixation, oedipal situa­
tion, regression, incorporation, and 
cathexis.
Most psychiatrists, in  my experi­
ence, reject the  various schools’ (note 
“schools”) form ulations about symbol­
ism, unless it be a ra th e r bemused 
acceptance of unconsciously m otivated 
errors as exam pled in P sychopathol­
ogy o f E veryday L ife , a book that
most tee th  on, leaving the  Collected  
Papers of F reud unread, b u t p rom in­
ently displayed on the  office bookshelf.
I d o n ’t wish to belabor the  poin t, 
b u t it does seem to m e th a t psychia­
trists in hospital and office practice 
owe a lo t to descriptive psychiatry, 
and tend  to m ete o u t a glorious p o t­
p o u rri of psychotherapy which tends 
to be given the  h igh  sounding title  of 
“ra tional psychotherapy.” T hey are 
frequently  directive and reassuring, 
and so often  reflect their own personal 
views of how em otional, social or 
economic problem s can be solved. 
Otherwise, they m ake full use of phy­
sical m ethods of psychiatric treatm ents.
I t  is substantially  for these reasons 
I object to th e  article  N ew  Frontiers 
in Psychiatry. I agree, however, that 
th e  analytic schools have m ade im ­
p o rtan t con tribu tions to present day 
psychiatry, and  there  can be no doubt 
th a t they have m ade a  num ber of 
exciting, novel and particu larly  astute 
observations of hum an  behavior. But 
I do no t th in k  they constitute a new 
frontier. W hatever the  case, I think 
th a t H erac litu s’ com m ents should be 
answered if for no  o ther reason than 
they are so one-sided.
(In view of the importance of the subject and the distinction of 
the writer, the 1000 word lim it in discussion articles was waived 
in this case—Ed.)
U N IO N  AMALGAMATIONS
T H E  queries raised by J. O ’N. about 
some of th e  problem s of am algam a­
tion, and  th e  call by him  for deeper 
re-th inking of the subject is a wel­
come addition  to discussion on trade 
un ion questions.
He is rig h t in po in ting  ou t that as
the  p resen t ru les of Labor Councils 
apply there  is a loss in  representation 
when un ions am algam ate. W hen the 
Unions concerned are m ilitan t led  it 
does of course reduce the  num bers 
of left-w ing delegates and can have 
an adverse effect for a period.
However, the  real streng th  of un ion ­
ism lies in the  unions, no t the  central
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bodies, and  th e  m ore positive aspect 
is th a t am algam ations create newer, 
stronger organisations, which can m ore 
effectively fight for the workers’ in ­
terests. How m any times have we 
seen good policy decisions on a cen­
tra l body, such as the A ustralian 
Council of T rad e  Unions, rem ain  a 
m ere p ap er resolution, e ither because 
affiliated unions are no t active about 
it, o r, m ore often, the  A C TU  leader­
ship does no th in g  to carry ou t the 
decision.
In  my view, the  im portan t th in g  is 
for progressive unionists to cast aside 
conservative, one-sided th ink ing  and 
set ou t to b u ild  fu rth er the  influence 
and organisation of the  trade  unions. 
T h is  does no t m ean an exclusive con­
cern w ith  am algam ations as the  only 
way; b u t  I  believe am algam ation is a 
qualitatively  h igher form  th an  federa­
tions, industry  groups o r sim ilar 
organisational forms.
W hile  proceeding towards am alga­
m ation  we should also be sim ultan­
eously seeking to im prove th e  m ethod 
of represen tation  on central bodies, to 
m ake them  m ore fully reflect the  true  
position of affiliated unions.
I  cannot agree w ith J.O ’N ’s com­
m en t th a t State and Federal industry  
federations are m ore suitable to large 
or m edium  unions than  am algam a­
tion. W ith in  these federations the 
unions rem ain  separate autonom ous 
bodies, w ith the  righ t of deciding 
w hether a  decision should be  carried 
ou t o r not.
T h e  dup lication  of tim e and effort 
by officials and staff continues, w ith 
officials of all th e  unions in  the 
federation  visiting th e  same job, often 
to speak to  o r  fo r a handfu l of m em ­
bers. D em arcation disputes rem ain 
and are  a source of conflict and
division. I t  is w orth noting, by the 
way, th a t since the  Boilerm akers- 
Blacksm iths am algam ation, th e  once 
freq u en t dem arcation d isputes be­
tween these groups of tradesm en have 
v irtually  disappeared.
However, I  th ink  it incorrect to be 
a t odds about the respective m erits 
of am algam ation or federation. Fed­
erations are an im po rtan t advance in 
un ion  organisation. T hey  bring  
unions together on common issues and 
can be, and often are, necessary steps 
to am algam ation.
A nother aspect of the  question 
w hich needs consideration is the  form  
of un ion  organisation an am algam ated 
un ion  should adopt. A m algam ation 
alone is no t the  com plete answer. 
W e need forms of union organisation 
which m eet today’s requirem ents, 
w hich place greater em phasis on 
organisation in  the work place.
T h e  old style form  of un ion  m eet­
ings, particularly  evening m eetings, 
are no  longer attractive, as is shown 
by the  general decline of, and poor 
a ttendance at, m ost un io n  meetings. 
T hese  m eetings are often loaded up  
w ith  trifling adm inistrative questions 
which are boring to m ost unionists 
and prevent lively discussion on vital 
issues w ith which workers are most 
concerned.
A form  of union struc tu re  which 
ensures firm rank  and file control on 
th e  m ain  policy questions, and allows 
m axim um  flexibility for job im ple­
m enta tion  would seem to be  the  m ain 
requ irem ent today.
T h e  points raised on the  in terfer­
ence by the  State forces, and a n ti­
un ion  organisations such as the 
N ational Civic Council, requ ire  close 
consideration. A correct general line, 
based firmly upon the fundam ental
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interests of the working class, and 
correct m ethods of work by the left 
forces, can counter the efforts of both 
the State forces and extrem e right- 
wing groupings w ith in  the  labor 
movement.
T h e  workers are looking for strong­
er and m ore u n ited  trade unionism, 
organised in such a way as to give 
effective leadership; it is the responsi­
bility of the  left to step ou t boldly 
towards newer and m ore effective 
forms of organisation.
P a t  C l a n c y .
ECONOM IC CRISIS
ONE can agree w ith Alf W att that 
"the  possibility of a serious collapse, 
affecting A ustralia, if no t the  world, 
should no t be discounted” and “ that 
it is good politics to take this into 
account”.
B ut is this really the issue facing 
the Com m unist Party  today? Is it not 
ra th e r th a t we have been “p reparing” 
for a long tim e for the serious collapse 
that we expected and have done all 
too little  to cope w ith the  problem s of 
the present-day economic reality?
T h e  m erit of B. T a ft’s article lies 
precisely in th a t it posed the  need to 
deal with these problem s and gave 
some of the  reasons for it. These 
reasons Alf W att does not tackle.
It is unfortunately  true  that our 
th ink ing  on these questions has far 
too long been dom inated by static non- 
M arxist repetition  of formulas, in 
place of a creative analysis of ph en ­
omena.
T h ere  is no doubt th a t cyclical 
crises continue, as B. T aft points out;
there is equally no doubt th a t the 
new objective and subjective factors 
which he  deals with operate and that 
they have affected the course of 
cyclical crises in post-war years.
A serious analysis m ust deal with 
these factors and their likely course 
of operation.
M ax  L o r k i n
CH IN A  S “CU LTU RAL 
R E V O LU T IO N ’’
B E F O R E  Laurie A arons’ article 
C hina’s Ten Years, with which we 
agree, appeared in A L R  N o . 3, the 
Parram atta Branch o f the C om m unist 
Party had discussed the question and 
had decided as fo llo w s:
AS A ustra lian  Communists, we are 
extrem ely d istu rbed  by reports of 
“T h e  G reat P role tarian  C ultural Re­
vo lu tion” occurring in the  People’s 
R epublic  of C hina today.
M any outrageous attacks have been 
m ade upon the  dignity  of the indivi­
dual, the  rig h t to personal privacy, 
the  m erit of scholarship and the 
w orth of the  a rt treasures of the 
world — all in  the nam e of marxism- 
leninism , of in te rnational communism. 
B ut the  b u rn in g  of books, the destruc­
tion of priceless art treasures, the  ban­
ning of music and dram a — all 
denounced as “foreign” and “bour­
geois” — has no th ing  to do with the 
nam e and  sp irit of marxism-leninism, 
with in te rnational communism.
M arx was G erm an, no t Chinese. He 
was however a great adm irer of all 
the  treasures of art, regardless of their 
country of origin. H e was a scholar 
of the English playw right Shakes­
peare, the  French novelist Balzac, the 
Spanish w riter Cervantes and the  Ger­
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m an poets Goethe and Heine. An 
au thority  on th e  poetry of Aeschylus, 
M arx had  a special love for all the 
works of the  classic world. “ H e was 
always a fa ith fu l lover of the ancient 
Greeks and he w ould have scourged 
those contem ptib le souls from  the 
tem ple who w ould prevent th e  work­
ers from  apprecia ting  the cu ltu re  of 
the classic w orld.” (M arx and L itera­
ture  by Franz M ehring, quo ted  in 
Literature and A r t) ,  (In ternational 
Publishers, New York, 1947 — page 
142). I t  is said th a t the favourite  
m otto of M arx was "N ih il hum anum  
a m e  alienum  p u te”, which translated  
from  the L atin  m eans “I  regard no ­
th ing hum an  as alien to m e ”. Such 
was th e  m an who gave his nam e to 
marxism .
T h e  Russian leader Lenin, no less 
gifted th an  M arx, addressed the 
young generation  of the Soviet Union 
in 1920 in  these words: " I t w ould be 
a m istake to th in k  th a t it is enough 
to im bibe com m unist science, w ithout 
acquiring  the  sum total of knowledge 
of w hich comm unism  itself is a con­
sequence . . . You can become a 
com m unist only by enrich ing  your 
m ind  w ith the knowledge of all 
the  treasures created by m ankind .” 
(T h e  Tasks o f the  Y o u th  Leagues, 
a speech delivered by Lenin in 1920, 
quo ted  in The Y o u n g  G eneration  
by Lenin, In terna tional Publishers, 
New York, 1940 — pages 30 & 32). 
Such was the  m an who gave his nam e 
to leninism .
C om m unists look to the  day when 
all the  works of all the peoples of the 
w orld are  owned in common. We 
feel th a t we m ust pro test against the 
outrages com m itted by the  “ Red 
G uards” in  the  People’s R epublic  of 
C hina which have brought the  ideals 
of m arxism -leninism , of in ternational 
com m unism , into d isrepu te  th rough­
ou t the  world. H istory will decide if 
the  G reat P role tarian  C ultu ral Revo­
lu tio n  is indeed “G reat” . I t  is certainly 
no t “ Pro le ta rian”. I t  is an ti-cu ltu ral, 
no t in any sense “C u ltu ra l” . And not 
by any definition could th is irrespon­
sible behaviour be called a "Revo­
lu tio n ”.
“SHAKESPEARE in his day had a progressive side. He represented 
something of the rising capitalist struggle against the then reaction- 
(ary feudal classes. But is it correct in socialist society to glorify the 
^capitalist ideas, to portray as the heroes of socialist society people 
like Hamlet, Macbeth, King Lear, Othello and to fail to portray 
the heroism of the ordinary workers and peasants who are the real 
makers of history? T he reality of Shakespeare’s day is a far cry 
from the reality of socialist society. Certainly let us respect and 
preserve the progressive side but let us smash any idea that perpe­
tuates the old. If Shakespeare is presented without criticism and 
in a spirit of acceptance it inevitably means the victory of bourgeois 
ideas.”
—E. F. H ill, Vanguard October, 1966.
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Jurgen 
Kuczynski
AGRICULTURE 
AND SOCIALIST 
CONSTRUCTION
A Polish Professor of Economics outlines new possibilities 
of an “agricultural way” to build socialism. The following 
was part of a series of lectures given in Cuba.
MANY countries have freed themselves since the end of the 
Second W orld W ar from the yoke of imperialism. Under the 
colonial powers their economic development had been suppressed 
or directed into channels favorable to the flow of profits for the 
imperial monopolies and unfavorable to the people of the colonised 
countries. Now that these countries have freed themselves politic­
ally, they realise the importance of building up a sound and 
healthy economy. This is a difficult task after the enormous 
damage done to them by the imperialists. I t requires new 
thoughts and experiments and presents many problems.
Under these circumstances imperialist economists have developed 
a num ber of “growth theories” for them: that is, theories how best 
to develop their economy—again to the advantage of the imperial­
ists. Now, it is one task for marxist-leninist thinkers to show up 
these growth theories for what they are: new tricks to bind the 
economies of the newly-freed states to those of the old imperialist 
powers. It is quite another task for them to show constructively 
new ways of development, leading to the growth of an economy 
which serves the interests of the people of the newly-liberated 
countries.
In thinking out new ways a thorough knowledge of older ways 
of the development of independent economies is needed, as well 
as a clear insight into the possibilities offered by recent trends in 
world economic affairs. T he most im portant recent trend is the 
creation of a new industry — agriculture. T h e  emergence of 
modern agriculture as an industry, highly mechanised and chemi- 
cised must be taken into account when socialists investigate the 
possibilities, the way and means, for the best and fastest economic 
development of the “new” countries in the interest of their people-
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Let us first look at the way in which the large western capitalist- 
im perialist powers developed: how they birilt up  their economy. 
England and the United states, Germany and France all went the 
same way — the textile-way. They began first to build up a 
mechanised textile industry which made enormous profits. Part 
of the profits was used to enlarge continuously the textile industry 
and part was used for the creation of a textile machinery industry. 
Later, more and more capital went into the heavy industries — 
coal, iron and steel, and still later an electricity system and 
electrical products, as well as a chemical industry were created. 
T hus a w^hole industrial system, organic in its growth and its 
working, was built up.
Undoubtedly, the textile-way was, historically, the best for these 
countries, bu t neither the textile nor any other way is the best one 
for all countries. For instance, during the second half of the 
nineteenth century, India also went the textile way. But she was 
stopped by the British colonial power and India did not even 
develop a textile machinery industry—to say nothing of a heavy 
industry or an electricity system. These could develop only after 
India freed herself from the colonial yoke.
But it would be wrong to say that no newly-freed country should 
go the textile-way. If such a country had a large cotton-growing 
agriculture, there is no reason why it should not develop an im­
portan t textile industry and textile machinery industry. Bearing 
in m ind that the main task in developing the economy of a country 
is to develop its economic resources and forces for the benefit of 
its people, and as these are-not the same in every country, then the 
way of economic development cannot be the same in all countries.
T h e  Soviet Union, the first, and for almost thirty years the only, 
Socialist country, did not go the textile-way. “Theoretically” the 
Soviet Union could also have gone the textile-way, for she was a 
country free from all capitalist-imperialist interference in her 
affairs. Had she gone the textile-way she would in the course of 
time have accumulated sufficient sources for investments in other 
industries, while at the same time raising steadily and consider­
ably the m aterial standard of living of her people.
But the Soviet Union did not live on a dream-island. She was 
surrounded by imperialist powers, ready to pounce on her at any 
moment to crush the only socialist state, the vanguard of the labor 
movement of the world and the hope of all oppressed people. She, 
therefore, had to build up a modern, all-round industry as quickly 
as possible and at the same time produce weapons for her defence, 
for the defence of the progress of mankind.
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Under these circumstances the Soviet Union had to choose the 
iron and steel-way: a difficult way, a heroic way, sacrificing rapid 
progress in  material well-being for the sake of rapid progress on 
her revolutionary path. T he sequence of world events and the 
glorious victories of the world proletariat in  the last half century, 
as well as marxist theory, have proved that the Soviet Union chose 
the only historically possible, the only historically correct, path 
towards success. But if that was the only correct and logical way 
for the first socialist country, this does not mean that under the 
present radically changed world conditions every new socialist 
country m ust take the iron and steel-way. Just as the textile-way is 
not a wrong way, because of the case of India, for all newly-liber­
ated countries; so the iron and steel-way is not the only right path 
for all socialist countries just because it was the only possible one 
for the Soviet Union.
U nder present-day conditions, with a large and powerful social­
ist camp in existence and ready to assist a small country politic­
ally and economically, the following considerations are necessary 
in planning development:* to fully develop the given material 
resources of the country; to use all available means of production; 
to use all specific natura l advantages (climate, etc.); and to take 
all possible advantage of the existing state of the international, 
especially the socialist division of labor. For the development of a 
healthy economy the following m aterial factors are necessary: 
labor power, food for the preservation of the labor power, raw 
materials, machines, industrial and agricultural buildings, and 
ways and means of transportation—to nam e only the most import­
ant ones. Some of these factors can be largely (e.g., food) im­
ported in exchange for others richly available in the country 
concerned. But all of them must be available for the building up 
of an economy and all of them must be used in the most effective 
way: that is, guaranteeing the optim um  use of the material re­
sources of the country and at the same time a steady rise in the 
standard of living of the people.
Looked at from this point of view, there are many newly-liber­
ated countries, among them Socialist Cuba, for which the agricul­
tural way of industrialisation appears to be the best. T here are, 
however, objections to this way in qu ite  a num ber of these coun­
tries. Why? No doubt because agriculture was the m ain branch 
of economic activity under the colonial regime. T h e  imperialist 
powers developed agriculture, often as m onoculture (mainly coffee,
* Professor Kuczynski is h ere  dealing only w ith countries whose task is no t to 
create a large all-round economy, such as C hina o r In d ia  m ust bu ild  up.
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tea or cocoa plantations). Labor was either direct or indirect (e.g., 
through high poll taxes) forced labor, extremely poorly paid, and 
because labor was kept so cheap, the technical stage of agriculture 
was very low. T he productivity of labor was low. T he producers 
of food lacked food and lived in extreme poverty.
But m odern agriculture is quite different from the old-fashioned 
and colonial agriculture. U nder m odern conditions the problem 
“agricultural or industrial way” does not exist any more. T he 
m odern agricultural way is one of many possible industrial ways. 
M odern agriculture has become a branch of industry. If we keep 
this in mind, then we can overcome the—historically easily under­
standable—prejudice against the development of agriculture as one 
way of industrialising and mechanising the economy of a country.
T he first socialist country in the world which has purposely 
chosen this way, the agricultural-way to industrialisation, is Cuba. 
Cuba is concentrating on the production of agricultural goods, 
mainly sugar, but also tobacco, tropical fruits, live-stock and live­
stock products. She will raise them  in the modern agricultural 
way, achieving high productivity through mechanisation and 
chemicisation. The building up of a sugar chemical industry, the 
construction of sugar-agricultural machinery will be among the 
many im portant results in this new way of agricultural industriali­
sation. Of course, a considerable part of the building industry, 
with the most modern methods of prefabrication, will be directed 
towards agriculture, and the same holds true of road building.
In  the universities and scientific research institutions this new 
trend in Cuba’s economy will have im portant consequences. Book 
and pam phlet production will shift their weight towards questions 
of agriculture and agricultural industrialisation. New chapters 
will be w ritten in the science of political economy by Cuba; new 
chapters in sociology and history; new lessons will be given to us 
by Cuba on the tactics and strategy of the class struggle, of the 
struggle against imperialism. Cuba’s way is a pioneer way of the 
greatest importance, not only for the building up of socialism 
there, bu t also to show the way for many countries not yet socialist, 
bu t up  to now only non-capitalist. She will be an example especi- 
tally for many Latin American countries in the process of freeing 
themselves from American imperialism.
T h e  eyes of hundreds of millions are on Cuba, for, in the m ak­
ing sure of the most m odern developments of the productive forces 
of the world, she goes on a new wav towards new goals leading her 
to the common goal of all m ankind; the final stage of communism.
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who came to the goldfields built and defended the 
itockade at Ballarat in December, 1854.
y were united by one common bond—refusal to brook 
n of their demand for the righting of glaring social
luse of their struggle governments henceforth found it 
to ignore popular pressure.
Eureka became an inspiration to the labor movement 
fight for freedom in Australia.
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Eric SOCIALISM: 
Aarons 0 NLY ONE PARTY?
The assistant editor of A L R  raises some views about the 
multi-party system before and after the achievement of 
socialism. (This article is adapted from a public lecture 
delivered in Sydney in September 1966.)
BRIEFLY, one would answer no; socialism does not necessarily 
mean only one working class party, nor does it preclude the exist­
ence of organised political opposition expressed in electoral con­
tests and in other ways.
However, such an answer does little to penetrate the problem 
which is one of great complexity, as the socialist transformation of 
capitalist society cannot be measured in the same terms as the 
“norm al” changes of government people have been used to in 
Australia.
I t is not unknown for a change of government to take place 
every year, or even more frequently. But it is not credible to 
imagine that an election would introduce socialism in September, 
another vote it out in March, have it reintroduced in June, and 
changed back to capitalism in December. T his is not specially 
because of lack of democratic processes, bu t because fundamental 
social change requires not just a vote, bu t a deep-going sentiment 
for change and a level of political awareness and activity many 
times greater than that to which Australians are accustomed.
A brief reference to the experiences of some other countries will 
illustrate this, and provide material to probe the question. T he 
Russian socialist revolution of November, 1917, was preceded by a 
bourgeois revolution in March, and a violent suppression of the 
socialist forces in July. I t was followed by a new m ilitary attack 
by Germany and then by a civil war and wars of intervention lasting 
three to four years.
D uring 1917, the mass sentiment swung strongly towards Lenin’s 
party, the Bolsheviks, who won (away from the Mensheviks and
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW DEC 1966-JAN 1967
Socialist Revolutionaries), a majority in  the Soviets which had 
sprung up  in  the March revolution. These Soviets were directly 
elected committees of workers, peasants and soldiers which existed 
as a power alongside the only partially democratic parliam ent or 
Duma.
A num ber of revolutionary groups which had previously split 
away rejoined the Bolsheviks during this period—a coalition of 
forces, it could be said, amalgamated into one party. T h e  second 
Congress of Soviets met on November 7, 1917, and decided to take 
power in to  its hands, passing decrees on peace and land to the 
tillers, which were the main demands of the people, along with 
a tackling of the food problem. T he Bolsheviks, who won the 
m ajority in  the Soviets, adopted the program  of the Socialist R e­
volutionaries—the party of the peasants—on the land question 
rather than  their own, in order to cement the alliance of peasants 
and workers.
Lenin said: “Touching on the question of an alliance between 
the Bolshevik workers and the Left Socialist Revolutionaries whom 
many peasants at present trust, I argued in my speech that this 
alliance can be an ‘honest coalition’, an honest alliance, for there 
is no radical divergence of interests between the wage workers and 
the working exploited peasants”. (Dec. 1, 1918, Collected Works, 
Vol. 26, p. 333.)
T h e  Left Socialist Revolutionaries, although supporting the 
Bolsheviks in this Congress, refused at that time to become part 
of a coalition government. However, in December they joined the 
government. They withdrew in March when the Congress of 
Soviets ratified the Brest-Litovsk Peace Treaty with Germany. 
They waged a b itter campaign against this peace, and in July 
organised the assassination of the German ambassador, Mirbach, 
in  Moscow, and began an armed attack on the government. This 
m ore or less coincided with other counter-revolutionary outbreaks, 
the beginning of the intervention of the 14 imperialist states, and 
a devastating famine.
One em inent non-marxist historian,'Professor E. Carr, describes 
the party situation as it had developed by 1922 in these terms: 
“T h e  fiction of a legal opposition was, however, long since dead. 
Its demise cannot fairly be laid at the door of one party. If it was 
true that the Bolshevik regime was not prepared after the first few 
months to tolerate an organised opposition, it was equally true 
that no opposition party was prepared to remain w ithin legal
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limits”. (History of the Bolshevik Revolution, 1917-23, Penguin 
edition, Vol. 1, p. 190.)
In  Czechoslovakia on the eve of liberation from the Nazis in 
1944, the Communist Party asked the other Czech parties to join 
them in a post-war coalition government based on a common 
program including: punishm ent of collaborators with the Ger­
mans by confiscation of their property and prohibition of the 
political parties with which they had been associated; nationalisa­
tion of banks and insurance companies and 51% government 
ownership in heavy industry; and distribution among the peasants 
of land confiscated from collaborators.
However, differences gradually emerged, their essence being 
over whether Czechoslovakia would continue on the path  it was 
pursuing—towards socialism—or whether it would reverse direc­
tion and go back towards capitalism. A constitutional crisis was 
deliberately precipitated by resignation of twelve pro-capitalist 
ministers, and the refusal of President Benes to replace them with 
new appointees proposed by the government majority.
In this state of paralysis of the machinery of government, a huge 
conference of representatives of works councils (trade union 
branches in the factories) was called, which by 7,900 votes to 10 
supported the government, set up action committees, and called 
for a general strike to force the President to act constitutionally. 
T his he finally did, accepting the resignations and appointing 
replacements nom inated by the prim e minister.
These and subsequent events confirmed Czechoslovakia on the 
socialist course. There is still a coalition government, comprising 
the party formed from amalgamation of the Communists and the 
Social Democrats, along with the Socialist Party, the People’s 
Party, and the Party of Slovak Reconstruction. T he opposition 
parties brought about their own political destruction in two parts 
—one by collaboration with the Nazis, the other by failure to 
succeed in  a political crisis of their own creation.
Another experience worth considering is the popular front 
which developed in France from 1934— the response of the com­
munists and other working class and democratic forces to the suf­
ferings inflicted by the depression and the menace of fascism and 
war.
On July 14, 1935, the anniversary of the fall of the Bastille 
which signified victory for the French Revolution of 1789, and fol­
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lowing a series of b itter political conflicts, a great rally was organ­
ised by the Communist Party, the Socialist Party, the Radical 
Socialist Party, the main trade unions and many other anti-fascist 
organisations, leading to the People’s Front Program, issued in 
January, 1936. This program  of a fighting coalition demanded the 
dissolution of the fascist organisations, the cleansing of public 
life, repeal of restrictions on freedom of the press, full liberty for 
trade unions, improvements in education, collective security for 
peace, nationalisation of war industries, rises in pay, a 40 hour 
week, regulation of banking, and many other demands. Part of 
this program  was realised by a later government, although the ro t 
in the propertied classes had gone too far to prevent the debacle 
in the face of the German invasion.
However, the experiences of the struggle in France, as well as 
in other countries led to a decisive turn  in the world commun­
ist movement from conceptions which had developed to one degree 
or another of the communists w inning alone in the face of every­
one else as it were, to the re-assertion of the ideas of a united front 
between the communist parties and other parties based on the 
working class, and a people’s front composed of those forces and 
other classes, strata and groups w ithin capitalist society.
These ideas, in no essential different from present conceptions 
of a “coalition of left forces” for the achievement of particular 
demands, and programs, and as a transitional form towards social­
ism, were developed by Dimitrov in  his famous report to the 7th 
Congress of the Communist International in July, 1935, which 
exerted enormous influence in these directions on the outlook of 
communists all over the world.
I t should also be recalled that in the founding document of 
communism, the Manifesto o f the Communist Party, M arx and 
Engels said: “T he Communists do not form a separate party op­
posed to other working class parties”; “they labor everywhere for 
the union and agreement of the democratic parties of all coun­
tries”; and declared the aim to be “conquest of political power of 
the proletariat” and “to win the battle of democracy”.
Recently, in Finland, a coalition government was formed in 
which the People’s Democratic Alliance (another coalition in which 
the Communist Party is the m ain force) has three ministers, the 
other parties to the coalition being the Social Democrats and the 
Agrarian Union (now renam ed Centre Party).
T h e  program of the coalition, with the exception of agricultural 
policy, is in general in the interests of the workers and others on
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both domestic issues and foreign policy. T he coalition, and the 
program  around which it was formed, emerged only after long 
political struggle and negotiations, with many ups and downs. 
And alongside political developments have been im portant moves 
towards unity and more representative leadership in the trade 
unions.
One conclusion drawn by the Finnish communists (at their 
fourteenth congress recently) is that it is essential to closely define 
their attitude to the existing democratic institutions, civil liberties, 
and the m ulti-party system, both during the transition to socialism 
and after its trium ph. Australian communists are tackling these 
questions in connection with their 21st Congress to be held in 
June, 1967.
W hile Australian communists have a num ber of achievements to 
their credit in this field as in others, and their position is usually 
violently distorted in the mass media, there are grounds for point­
ing to the failure to think through consistently some questions 
affecting political democracy, particularly their implications re­
garding political parties and political opposition. One of the 
reasons for this failing is the tendency to oversimplify the relation 
between classes and parties, to make absolute the general tru th  
that different parties represent the interests of different classes.
W hat Lenin said in his article, The Three Sources and Three 
Components of Marxism  is as true today as it was in 1913: "People 
always were and always will be the victims of deceit and self-deceit 
in politics un til they learn to discover the interests of some class or 
other behind all moral, religious, political and social phrases, 
declarations and promises” (and the phrases, declarations and pro­
mises are, of course, usually uttered, made or offered by political 
parties).
However, the class structure of society is not so simple, and still 
less is the relation between classes and parties. One can therefore 
speak only in an abstract sense of ‘‘one party for one class”, and of 
there being only one party possible in the classless society of 
socialism. This is im portant also because it is only too easy to put 
a “class enemy” label on differing views, thus opening the way for 
use of decree or of force instead of reasoned debate and demo­
cratic processes to settle the issue. But there are and always will 
be in  response to new situations, new ideas, values, and even fairly 
rapidly passing fancies, which need avenues of expression.
Ideological means should be the first and m ain m ethod of com­
bating old, reactionary or degenerate ideas, with coercion used
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only when democratic norms are violated, and then by well-defined 
legal processes, except in emergency situations which every state, 
capitalist or socialist, past or present, has reserved the right and 
retained the means to deal with.
W hatever the reasons why it may have come about, there are 
dangers, hitherto underestimated, from a certain weakening of 
safeguards and of checks and balances when there is only one 
party. This does not refer mainly to the now clear violations of 
the Stalin period, but rather to the lack of m utual supervision 
and control which could be beneficially supplied by the long-term 
existence of separate parties and groups within a coalition sharing 
the same basic socialist program.
Of course, a certain composition of a coalition cannot be de­
creed, still less can it be decreed that it must remain static. T here 
will inevitably be competition and the flux arising therefrom. 
But to regard the existence and expression of differing views as 
the norm  instead of the exception is a sign of health and vigor. 
If these are stifled, or even only somewhat clogged, there results a 
degree of stagnation which holds society back.
All socialist countries—in differing degrees—are grappling with, 
or must grapple with this problem, the existence and emerging 
solution of which testifies to the fact that socialist ideology and 
the socialist system are, by and large, out of their youthful stage 
and are entering the period of m aturity.
Another reason for shortcomings of Australian communists in 
this field has been a tendency (sometimes strong and at other times 
much less so) to take the Russian experience as identical with 
marxism, as a universal tru th  applicable everywhere. Also, in the 
m ain correctly defending the victorious island of socialism, beset 
and assaulted in every side, the communists were incorrectly 
drawn towards justifying the one party set-up which had resulted 
as the theoretically inevitable outcome, and thus, at least im­
plicitly, as necessarily applying in Australia, too.
T his led, from time to time, to inadequate attention to the 
Australian traditions in political democracy and institutions. “From 
time to tim e” is said deliberately, as there is a great deal of which 
to be proud in the Communist Party’s record of seeking to define, 
of defending and promoting the Australian democratic tem per and 
tradition against attacks by governments, arbitration and other 
courts, profit-motivated owners of mass media, and sycophants 
hoping for some crumbs from the rich table 0i American capital. 
It was, understandably enough, the prerogative of the first repre­
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sentative of the Australian establishment, H arold Holt, to so 
desert any semblance of an independent Australian position as to 
proclaim—and act—“all the way with LBJ”.
But the shortcomings have been there, and are not disposed of 
by references, however valid in themselves, to the lim ited super­
ficial, or even sham nature of many of the democratic rights pre­
vailing in Australia and other capitalist countries. People are 
deeply attached to the measure of actual freedom they have, and 
will vigorously defend it; they are not moved by abstract discourses 
on the superiority of socialist over bourgeois democracy. Socialist 
democracy must be, and must be seen to be, superior in all depart­
ments and not just some, and there are no compelling or long­
term reasons which prevent this.
This includes the right of dissent in all fields, including politic­
ally, and embraced in that is the right of political opposition, not 
just differences of opinion within the forces for socialism. No 
principle in the theory of the state or in marxism as a whole 
which precludes this is known to this writer. T he principle is that 
when the will of the majority is for social change, the minority 
must respect that will. If they do not, laws expressing that will, 
and enforcement of those laws, is necessary and justified, and will 
be actively supported as such, including by many who at present 
cannot readily envisage such situations, how they are to be re­
solved, and what their own reactions to them would be.
Those who may be inclined to query the proposition from the 
opposite point of view should take into account that ownership of 
the mass media will no longer be decided by possession of wealth; 
that new, vigorous democrats and socialists will occupy positions of 
authority in the machinery of government; and that references to 
the use of parliam entary forms in the transition to socialism can 
hardly be made real to Australians w ithout recognition of the right
of opposition.
In Australian conditions a coalition of left forces is a long-term 
project. But the issues press—Vietnam, foreign control of Aus­
tralia, the gap between performance and modern possibility, the 
tawdry and often false values of official society. This willy-nilly 
brings together diverse forces embracing also those who care nothing 
for a coalition of left forces or even oppose it. This includes, 
despite false Liberal, DLP and right-wing claims to the contrary 
the Labor Party left, who do not yet favOr any coalition, and 
certainly not one with the Communists. Communists believe, how­
ever that the logic of the situation and the course of events will 
compel a re-assessment on their part.
40
profile
TED DICKINSON
Jim  M cNeill, member of the International Brigade in Spain 
tells of some memories of one of the leaders of the 
Industrial Workers of the World.
TED  Dickinson was a wobbly, that is, he was a member of the 
Industrial Workers of the W orld, the international movement of 
workers that flourished in the first quarter of this century.
T h e  IW W  attracted some great and colorful characters, and 
T ed  Dickinson could be num bered as one of them. A m an of 
great hum or and kindliness, yet still a tough and uncompromis­
ing fighter for the “working stiff”.
Here and in Britain he was a central figure in all the free 
; speech and unemployed struggles of the twenties and thirties. A 
lieutenant in the British Battalion in the International Brigade in 
the Spanish Civil War, he died before a Franco firing squad in 
February, 1937.
I could write reams about T ed  Dickinson, but I haven’t reams of 
space, so I ’ll deal only with some of the more memorable events.
T ed  was born at Grimsby, England, in 1904, and came to Aus­
tralia with his family as a child. His m other was widowed early 
and had to take in washing to keep the family. She later re­
m arried and moved to Armidale, NSW, but T ed  moved back to 
Melbourne.
T ed  studied with the W orkers’ Educational Association, which 
led him  to Marx. About this time (1923-24) he became associated 
w ith the great wobbly, Charlie Reeves, one of the famous 12 IW W  
leaders who had been sentenced to 15 years’ jail in 1917, but were 
released after serving a few years.
T he IW W  had become dorm ant with the jailing of its leaders, 
but, on his release, Charlie revived the movement in Perth, Ade­
laide and Melbourne. T ed  Dickinson and “Ham and Eggs” Lyons 
(so-called because of his part in  a ship strike involving a demand 
for ham  and eggs for ships’ crews) revived it in Sydney.
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I ed soon became one of the leading figures in the IW W. Five 
Ieet ten, brown hair, blue-eyed, carriage as straight as a ramrod, 
he was an enthusiastic: speaker, writer and organiser, with tons of 
ability. He was a regular speaker in Sydney’s Domain and had a 
big following. He had a musical voice and often led the Domain 
crowds in the singing of the old wobbly songs.
W hen “Direct Action”, the IW W  paper was revived in Adelaide, 
Ted became its editor, f was a member of the editorial board.
Perhaps best of all, I remember the time T ed Dickinson and I 
went to Adelaide in the 1927 free speech fight. Adelaide had 
written to the Sydney branch for help after the entire Adelaide 
branch had been jailed.
W hen we reached Adelaide there was no one to contact, so we 
distributed leaflets we had had printed in Sydney, announcing 
that prom inent speakers from NSW would speak in the Botanic 
Gardens on the following Sunday.
At 3 p.m. on the Sunday, as we pushed our way through the 
dense crowd around the IW W  stump (it was really a stump, a 
huge tree cut about 4ft. from the ground), we found that one of 
the branch had been released from jail and had announced our 
arrival to a big crowd of unemployed.
T he first chill wind of the depression had already reached Ade­
laide. A thousand had been put off the railways and public works 
that week-end, and hundreds of others from private jobs. H un­
dreds of them were at the meeting. T here was a strong force of 
police, too.
D uring the meeting T ed  noticed in the crowd five clergymen 
who had travelled in the train with us from Melbourne. Ted 
invited one of them to take the stump, but he refused. T ed then 
referred scathingly to some who were content to ride on the back 
of the central figure of history but remained deaf to the dangers of 
wars and unemployment.
He then called for volunteers to speak, and 40 took the plat­
form, although they had been told that no fines would be paid.
A strong Free Speech committee was formed at a meeting that 
night. D uring the week T ed received a summons charging him 
with blasphemy, “in so far as you used the words ‘Ride on the 
back of Jesus Christ’.” Funds for the defence came in from 
unions and at further Sunday meetings the crowds threw in 
generously.
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By lunch time at the court hearing eight witnesses had all said 
that they had not heard the words “ Jesus Christ”. Some had heard 
the words “central figure in history”. During the adjournm ent 
the prosecutor asked T ed  how many more witnesses he was call­
ing. T he answer, in a lazy, casual voice, was “Oh, two hundred”.
On the resumption of the hearing the prosecutor, in an agitated 
voice, told the magistrate that he understood the defendant in ­
tended to call another 200 witnesses. Could His W orship make a 
decision about all the other cases waiting to be heard? Several 
solicitors got up and said they had had witnesses at the court all 
the week and had been held up because of 40 free speech cases.
T he magistrate then said the defendant was innocent until 
proved guilty and he could call as many witnesses as he wished to 
prove his innocence. T ed  then said: “T he eight witnesses I have 
called are representative of the 200 I intended to call who, in turn, 
are representative of the 3,000 at the meeting. In view of the 
congestion of the court, I  will leave my case in Your W orship’s 
hands”. His verdict: “I have some doubts about the prosecution 
case. Case dismissed”. T h e  evening paper billboards that after­
noon carried the headline: “200 Witnesses”.
In  the weeks following, many took the stump. I t was proving 
so costly to the State that convictions that once earned a m onth’s 
sentence dwindled to 14 days, seven days, then 24 hours.
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At the end of six weeks we received a message to see the Police 
Commissioner, who guaranteed that, if we submitted a list of 
speakers, all would be given permission to speak. So ended the 
free speech fight.
T ed  was involved in many unemployed and industrial struggles 
after that, including the 1928 watersiders’ strike and lockout in 
which he received nine months’ jail.
In  the late 1920s T ed Dickinson m arried and went to England, 
where he helped form an anti-fascist movement that co-operated 
with the Communist Party against the British Government’s ap­
peasement policy and against Oswald Mosley’s blackshirts. He also 
took part in the many unemployed struggles and the hunger 
marches of the ’30s.
In 1936, when Franco and his generals, with the backing of 
H itler and Mussolini, rebelled against the Spanish Republican 
Government, T ed  joined the British Battalion which was to fight 
so gallantly with the International Brigade in defence of the Span­
ish Republic. T ed ’s character and ability were such that he was 
soon commissioned a lieutenant in the British Battalion.
Tom  W intringham  who commanded the British Battalion has 
said of him: “T ed  Dickinson was a brilliant m an with such a per­
sonality that, although he spoke little Spanish, he could make 
quick contact w ith the Spaniards. W e always sent him  ahead in 
advance parties and always when we arrived we found everything 
shipshape”.
T ed  was killed during the battle of the Jaram a Valley, in the 
defence of Madrid, on February 13, 1937. T he day before the 
British Battalion had beaten back a heavy Moorish attack with 
heavy losses on both sides.
On February 13 the Moors resumed their attack, but this time 
they advanced giving the clenched fist anti-fascist salute and sing­
ing the Internationale. Bill Meredith, a runner who had started 
back with a message from HQ wrote what happened and his 
account has become part of the official history of the British 
Battalion:
“At the time of leaving HQ there was no sign of any disturb­
ance at the outpost. It was not until I had started out that I 
heard the strains of the Internationale. As I got nearer I was sur­
prised to see large numbers of fascists coming over singing the 
Internationale and their hands raised in the anti-fascist salute.
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“O ur boys were holding up their fists in welcome to them. I 
had not the least doubt that here was a mass desertion from the 
fascist lines.
“Yank Levy seemed to be the first to realise that a trick had been 
played. By this time there were swarms of fascists in the trench.
“ ‘For Christ’s sake, get back’, yelled Yank. T he singing was 
still going on; fascists were swarming into the position.
“Fry and Dickinson, his second-in-command, stood together and, 
although I hardly noticed Fry, I well remember Dickinson, his 
style and dress. Overcoat, top boots and smartly-clipped mous­
tache, legs apart and back as straight as a poker, he looked every 
inch a soldier, despite being surrounded by fascists.
"He looked at them with contem pt w ritten all over his face and 
it was obvious that his capture would never shake his calm cour­
age. These two, Fry and Dickinson, were two of the finest leaders 
under whom men could go into battle.
‘T h e  next instant Fry fell wounded. Dickinson, partially 
screened by a Scotsman, Tommy Bloomfield, undid Fry’s sam 
brown officer’s belt and threw it in to  some undergrowth. He knew 
the fate of officers falling into fascist hands,
“They were being marched w ith hands above their heads when 
young Elias asked in broken Spanish for permission to smoke. 
Permission granted, he reached into a pocket when a machine 
gun sputtered and he fell dead. T h e  same burst of fire killed 
Stevens.
“Dickinson then said, ‘If we had a bunch of Australian bush- 
men here we’d have pushed you b------s into the sea long ago’.
“His words were not understood, but his tone was. H e was 
stood aside, his back to an olive tree. T hree Moors advanced. 
Just as the order to fire was given, Dickinson said, ‘Keep your 
chins up, boys. Salud’.
“T hree shots rang out and Dickinson fell.
“All the others were lined up to be shot when a German officer 
appeared and countermanded the order. He realised they could 
be exchanged for im portant prisoners”.
An unforgettable character, T ed  Dickinson.
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Roy Nelson CITIES FOR 
THE FUTURE
An expert criticises the prevailing attitudes to transport and 
town planning and proposes a new approach to these 
problems.
IN recent years Australia 
awakened to the fact that 
something was amiss with its 
cities. Transportation networks 
were rapidly becoming acutely 
congested and there was a prom­
ise of worse to come. Car owner­
ship rates were rising, public 
transport patronage declining, 
accident rates were high, delays 
and traffic snarls increasingly 
commonplace.
It was thought that the in­
creased costs of production due 
to the above factors—quite 
apart from the lowering of the 
quality of life involved for the 
citizens—m ight introduce dis­
economies large enough to ad­
versely affect Australia’s com­
petitive position on the world’s 
markets.
Forecasts of population 
growth were noted. City plan­
ners, transport authorities, car 
owners’ pressure groups, and 
public adm inistrators took heed 
of the warning signs and decid­
ed that “something must be 
done about the transport prob­
lem.”
Attention was focused on a 
series of “transport studies” be­
ing executed in the USA. One 
after another the major cities 
in Australia initiated a series 
of so-called studies, ostensibly 
designed to produce a program 
which, if implemented, would 
solve their transport problems. 
Some of these studies are still 
in progress, while most of those 
completed are shelved and con­
veniently forgotten.
T he aim of the studies is to 
design the most efficient trans­
port network for a town plan 
where one has been drawn up. 
But two things about these 
town plans should be noted:
1. In no city has the state or 
city government either the will 
or capacity to actually imple­
ment the town plan.
2. T he plans themselves are 
merely a statem ent of what ex­
ists, modified by forecasts of 
what the position will be if 
the present trends in growth of 
population, employment, etc., 
continue (for example the 
Brisbane s tudy).
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In cities where there were no 
town plans, those carrying out 
the transportation study have 
used their own ideas about how 
the city might develop, again 
taking existing trends as the 
basis, tempered by finding out 
what “Old Uncle Tom  Cobley 
and all” felt about future city 
growth (for example the Hob­
art s tudy).
T he study procedure is as 
follows: a sample of the popul­
ation is interviewed to ascertain 
their travel habits in relation 
to their various activities. Vol­
ume counts are made on roads, 
public transport etc. and a 
theoretical model of the exist­
ing situation is developed by 
expanding the sample survey to 
represent the total population.
T he forecast town plan is ex­
pressed in terms of population 
and employment, and using the 
theoretical model of the exist­
ing situation the travel prob­
lems of the future town plan 
are worked out. A transport 
network is then planned to 
cater for the calculated volumes 
of travel. Theoretically the 
most efficient system is planned; 
however, this is open to ques­
tion because the measure of ef­
ficiency is rarely stated clearly. 
In practice what happens is 
that empirical decisions are 
made, particularly in relation 
to public transport (trains, 
trams or buses) and one net­
work is proposed for develop­
ment.
Several aspects of these stu­
dies are open to debate and in 
particular the validity of the 
sampling and projection tech­
niques especially as applied to 
outer urban areas, could be 
regarded as contentious.
It is interesting to ask whe­
ther the “packaged programs” 
for the computers of the parti­
cular study technique applied 
actually do what we are told 
they do. Often we have little 
way of checking because the 
cities for which studies have 
been done do not have people 
experienced enough in compu­
ter operation to dissect the pro­
grams to see what they do. I t 
would be appropriate if the 
consulting firm engaged in the 
study actually went through 
the steps of constructing the 
computer programs with a local 
man, or is it that they them ­
selves do not know how to, and 
are just applying the packaged 
programs without question?
It is also interesting to spe­
culate whether the fact that the 
“studies” have been done usu­
ally by an American firm as 
the m ajor partner in associa­
tion with an Australian firm, 
or by an Australian firm b lind­
ly applying American tech­
niques, has meant that value 
judgments have been made on 
the basis of American experi­
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ence which may not be valid 
in Australia—for example deci­
sions on the relative significance 
of public and private transport.
T he studies are not cheap— 
the M elbourne study is costing 
upwards of 800,000 dollars—yet 
cost is no t the main issue here, 
because a proper study process 
would cost the same. T he point 
is that the money is not well 
spent. T h e  transport engineers, 
often fascinated by the com­
plexity of their calculations, 
usually forget that they are 
building on the assumption of 
a town plan which, as we have 
shown, is a shaky one to say 
the least.
T he town planners are ac­
cepting too much, taking too 
much for granted. A t no point 
has the form  of the city been 
examined. Twentieth century 
techniques and equipm ent are 
applied to examine a twentieth 
century problem occurring in 
cities and towns which have a 
B.C. form.
One would be entitled to ask 
why none of the studies have 
questioned the existing city 
form and tried to study each 
city to see the most economical 
form of development for it to 
follow.
T here is ample evidence from 
Australian experience that the 
city w ith one centre is a thing 
of the past. T he flight from the
city centres of retailing and 
wholesaling, the phenomenon 
of industrial re-location in the 
suburbs, removal of profession­
al offices and some commercial 
offices from the city centre, in­
deed even the suburban devel­
opm ent of tertiary education 
institutions, are all evidence of 
decentralisation pressures with­
in the m etropolitan frame.
Why, then, try to further cen­
tralisation by developing trans­
port networks which force it, 
as most of the studies so far 
undertaken do?
If there were instead the aims 
of achieving maximum accessi­
bility, convenience and m obil­
ity, minimising capital invest­
ment in transport networks and 
minimising operational costs, 
including time costs, while 
retaining the desired residential 
densities, very different trans­
portation studies would be 
undertaken and very different 
results would emerge.
For too long in Australia we 
have toyed with “city beautiful” 
concepts of town planning 
w ithout realising that the city 
is a living operational organisa­
tion.
T he current technique of 
forecasting on the basis of ex­
isting trends is hardly planning- 
I t is time we were more rigor­
ously analytical, employing 
sociological and economic
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measures as well as operational 
characteristics to examine our 
cities.
T h e  technical skills are avail­
able, and more informed com­
m unity debate is needed on the 
way our cities should develop 
in order to encourage the 
undertaking of the proper 
studies.
T h e  problem is, however, 
that any proposals for change 
in the existing patterns of dev­
elopm ent or growth generate 
almost insurmountable opposi­
tion from landowners. It is al­
most impossible to contemplate 
construction of even moderate 
transport networks because of 
the resumption and legal costs 
involved. For example, it will 
cost approximately $22 million 
for one and a half miles of free­
way being built in Sydney, and 
half will be for the land.
T h e  money currently being 
spent on studies producing 
transportation network designs, 
should be spent to undertake 
more fundamental studies in 
city forms and growth patterns. 
N ot only would these produce
plans w hich , would minimise 
(ravel while maximising acces­
sibility, but it would provide 
the city government with guide 
lines as to how they could buy 
all the land, or at least the key 
sections, to accommodate the 
growth. Provision of services 
such as transport, water and 
sewerage, would then be used 
as tools to economically shape 
the city.
T he areas required for ex­
pansion could be acquired by 
raising rate revenues to realistic 
higher levels than those exist­
ing, or, preferably, by govern­
ment loans—after all Canberra 
has successfully shown that a 
town planned on a large scale 
pays handsomely. Here the 
government is making a large 
profit from re-sale at new, high­
er values, of land previously 
undeveloped for residential and 
other city purposes.
Neither the old property 
forms based on capitalist owner­
ship, nor the existing form of 
centralised cities can provide 
the basis for development of 
our towns to meet modern con­
ditions.
Letters and contributions to Australian Left Review are wel­
come, and should be sent to Box A  247, Sydney South Post Office.
To  meet printing schedules, copy must be in the hands of the 
editors one m onth before date of issue (the first day of every 
second m onth) .
Small items, and in special circumstances articles, may be 
accepted up to twenty days before publication date.
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Ralph ART AND THE 
Gibson RATTLE OF IDEAS
Leading member, and author of “My Years in the 
Communist Party”, discusses the complex problems of 
art and ideology.
HO W  to win the m ajority of the Australian people to their ideas 
is a problem  always confronting communists. In  facing it, the 
influence of art and literature on people’s thoughts and feelings 
has to be borne in mind.
On the one hand care is needed not to apply marxist standards 
narrowly, to recognise that there will always be many trends in 
art, and that art can only flourish in a free atmosphere. On the 
other hand, if the “battle of ideas” is to be waged seriously, it must 
be recognised that the arts, through their appeal to people’s minds 
and emotions, do affect how they will look upon life and how they 
will tackle life’s problems.
T h in k  to what extent most people are influenced—for the most 
part badly—by all that comes over TV  and radio and through 
cheap magazines in the form of stories, pictures or music of one 
kind or another! Any party or any people setting out to build 
socialism or communism is bound to take a keen interest in how 
the arts develop and help guide their course.
T his m atter was discussed at the recent congress of the Com­
m unist Party of the Soviet Union. T h e  Communist Party of 
Australia disagreed—rightly, I believe—with the penal measures 
taken at that time against the writers Sinyavsky and Daniel. But 
on two m atters the CPSU was unquestionably right: its great aim 
of the w inning of communism depends above all on the battle 
between capitalist and communist ideas; and that the world of art 
deeply affects people’s outlook (especially with the Soviet people 
who are such very keen book readers, concert and theatre goers.)
W hat are the capitalist ideas which the Soviet people have to 
overcome? Capitalism breeds in  people the ideas of shoving others 
around, enlarging one’s own power, feathering one’s own nest. It
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is a dog-eat-dog, devil-take-the-hindmost systeifi, the most war-mak­
ing system of history, a system that treats hum an life very cheaply. 
T h a t is true despite all the fine thoughts and feelings of people 
within the capitalist society who do not accept the prevailing ideas 
and morals.
T he Russian Revolution struck a blow at old ideas and habits. 
It helped to make millions of very fine men and women. T he 
socialist system, aided by Soviet education, encouraged co-operative 
instead of selfish qualities. T he Soviet people, inspired by their 
revolution, have faced incredible difficulties and dangers, built 
socialism, transformed their country, and smashed H itler’s armies, 
showing their great moral fibre.
But it takes time for old ideas and habits to die ou t among a 
whole people—ideas and habits that came, in this case, not only 
from the “bourgeois” profit-making system but from tsarism and 
feudalism also—ideas and habits that gained a certain new lease 
of life from the cult of Stalin which involved the mass hero- 
worship— and therefore the em ulation by many—of a leader who 
was wrongfully using power in many directions.
As Marx said in 1865: “W hat we have to deal with here is a 
communist society, not as it has developed on its own foundations 
but, on the contrary, as it emerges from capitalist society; which 
is thus in every respect, economically, morally and intellectually, 
still stamped with the birthm arks of the old society from the 
womb of which it came.” (Critique of the Gotha Program.)
In 1960, when I was last in the Soviet Union, there was already 
a deep absorption in  the whole question of the development of 
hum an beings so that the nation would be fitted to operate 
a fully-developed communist society. In  such a society all will 
work according to their ability and receive according to their 
needs. Income will not vary according to work done. In place 
of the present combination of material and moral incentives to 
work, there will be only the moral incentive—love of work 
and one’s sense of duty to one’s fellow-citizens. T o  build a nation 
of socially-minded, cultured men and women who will give of 
their best for that moral incentive— that is an even bigger task 
than the building of an economy that will provide in abundance 
the many-sided needs of all citizens.
W herever we went in the Soviet U nion in 1960—to  universities
and boarding schools, to factories with their advanced “communist
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labor” teams and automated workshops with their special problems 
—this human  question seemed already uppermost in the minds 
of leading Soviet citizens.
It may at first sight seem disappointing, in reading the Soviet 
Congress reports, to see, along with the pride taken in the “m ould­
ing of the new Soviet m an,” the emphasis still laid on combating 
“alien ideology,” on more attention to the upbringing of youth, 
on the existence of a certain minority of young people who 
“want to keep aloof from a busy life” and “tend to remain the 
dependants of others,” on the existence of communists who “think 
that Party membership gives them certain privileges” and so on. 
But hum an beings change on the whole more slowly than their 
economic surroundings—a fact many of us did not previously 
realise fully enough. T he battle for people’s minds takes a long 
time, and it is good to see a frank statement of the difficulties and 
of the determ ination to overcome them.
Let us now turn  to the question: how have capitalist ideas ex­
pressed themselves in the arts? T he early period of capitalism 
when it took the field as a liberating force against the old feudal 
order, saw a wealth of great art—Renaissance painting, the great 
English classical novelists, the great classical schools of music, etc.
But this art got more and more crushed out in the ruthless 
profit-making scramble of the modern factory. Capitalism more 
and more “drowned all fervor and sentiment in the icy waters 
of egotistical calculation” (Marx and Engels, Communist M ani­
festo) : Of all social systems in history it became the most hostile 
to art. It made man the appendage of a machine, sucked up his 
vital energies in soulless production, and then offered easy grati­
fication of his starved instincts in cheap thrillers and love stories, 
films of sex and violence, yellow press sensationalism, etc. Despite 
this there has been a great output of serious art in this century, 
some of it of high quality, because capitalism has never fully con­
quered the minds of the artist or of the people.
Some of the art of the later capitalist period has been marked by 
retreat from the world and from the problems of real life. Some 
of it has been of interest only to a small coterie and not to the 
people. Some of it is marked by pessimism and lack of faith in the 
future.
W here such art dominates it will help to win acceptance for 
the world as it is. I t will serve the purposes of the rich. W hat
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is needed is an art and literature that will serve the people, rouse 
their finer hum an feelings, their interest in life’s problems and 
love of their fellow hum an beings, and give them faith in them ­
selves and in the future of humanity.
There has been a great wealth of art during this century carrying 
a m ilitant working class message or waging battle against war, 
fascism, race discrimination and other social evils. Hundreds of 
examples come to mind, from Mayakovsky poems to the recent 
wave of American folk songs, from Power Without Glory 
and Counihan paintings to plays of Bernard Shaw and films of 
Chaplin. But there has also been much very fine “uncommitted 
a rt,” . or even art of other ideologies such as that of Graham 
Greene, of the kind that gives some strong image of life and so 
heightens interest in life, stirs the imagination and deepens hum an 
feelings. All these varieties of art can help hum anity on its path 
forward.
A rt does influence the political struggle from the very fact 
that it influences people’s thoughts and feelings. But we should 
not over-simplify the question as we have often done. T he bearing 
of art On politics, while sometimes direct, is often roundabout or 
remote. Furthermore the best creative art can only develop 
in conditions of freedom. W e should therefore give careful thought 
to the question how to influence art and literature.
We should not seek to establish a single trend in art as was 
attem pted in the days of Stalin (The Soviet Union has since 
moved away from this idea). Co-existence of different schools of 
art, music and literature is healthy and is needed for them to 
flourish. As a general rule it should be our aim to help art 
workers to become good communists, or at any rate to become 
hum ane and progressive people, then help them to follow their 
own artistic courses.
Take the modernist trends for example. Judah W aten has 
commented that the communists in Europe, by adopting a more 
understanding attitude to these trends, have largely broken down the 
barriers dividing them from many younger artists and writers. 
H e urges study of these m odern artists and writers who, whatever 
their weaknesses, have captured some essential features of modern 
life and can talk to m odern audiences.
Or take the creators of the “art of beauty”, those who portray 
beauty for its own sake and rejoice in it. Years ago U pton Sinclair,
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in the nobly intended but far too rigid analysis made in his book 
Mammonart (in which he wiped out such artists as Shakespeare 
and Raphael by a stroke of the pen) condemned the “art of 
beauty” as offering an escape from real problems. He called 
it “the gas barrage of the Haves against the Have-nots.” But 
the best of such art can ennoble man by evoking his finest feelings. 
It may even sometimes have a strong political bearing. The best 
of Australian landscape painting, for example, by inspiring a 
love of our country, can help in the struggle to preserve it from 
alien dom ination which is one of the main struggles of our time.
“Socialist realism”, understood in its broad sense as a concern 
with real hum an life and problems reflecting the socialist outlook 
of a writer or artist, represents a high ideal of art. But we should 
not expect it to be the sole trend in art. Still less should we interpret 
it narrowly as we often used to do. T here is need for wider 
discussion of the idea of “socialist realism”, its true meaning and 
implications.
Symbolism, stylism, even sometimes abstract art, may convey 
the essence of reality and therefore help people to grapple 
better with reality. Should we condemn the symbolism of 
Eisenstein or the ballet? Or the stylism of the ever-popular 
Peking Opera? O r the element of abstractness in Picasso?
We can even go too far in our call for optimistic art,—for the 
“positive H ero”. For the victorious finish. Some bitterly tragic 
works help to unmask conventional morality — H ardy’s Tess of 
the Durbevilles or Ibsen’s Ghosts for example. Others, despite 
their almost continuous tragedy, show how love of life persists 
despite all, are an affirmation of faith in life, like M ulk Raj 
A nand’s Coolie. Some tragic works make one feel more intimately, 
and therefore perceive more truly, the inevitable calamities of 
history, like Cino Alegri’s Broad and Alien is the World. 
Humanism will always inspire. T he pessimism to be abhorred 
is the pessimism that becomes cynical and inhum an.
Even where we judge art to have harm ful social effects, we 
should not seek to suppress or censor it. Public opinion—which in 
a socialist society is in the main healthily developed, without the 
degrading influences from the commercial controllers of mass 
media—should be allowed its free play in art and literary matters. 
A healthy public opinion is the real answer to bad literature and 
bad art. (Curbs may be essential, of course, in times of revolution­
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ary crisis or when the working majority, having taken power, is 
facing conspiracy or violence from the dispossessed millionaires and 
their backers in the first years of socialist rule).
Certainly artists need criticism — free criticism from many 
standpoints—and communists should be the first to encourage 
criticism, from a marxist standpoint, of the subject matter, form 
and style of art and literature. Experience suggests that the State 
or leading party in a socialist society should itself be sparing in 
art and literary criticism, or it may savor of dictation, and will 
then tend to cramp and frustrate the artist and discourage his 
initiative. In  general, artists and writers and their organisations 
and journals, along with the general public, should be the critics.
We should remember, too, that artists who are not themselves 
revolutionaries may have a great enlightening and uplifting effect 
on society and play an im portant part in creating revolutionaries. 
Witness the great work of the conservative Balzac and the 
unpractical pacifist Tolstoy (highly praised by Engels and Lenin 
respectively). Sweeping attacks on past culture, as by the Chinese 
“Red Guards,” are certainly no part of marxism-leninism.
In  general it is true, as Plekhanov put it, that “an artist of 
proven talent will increase considerably the forcefulness of his 
work by steeping himself in the great emancipatory ideas of our 
time.” A socialist society has the finest soil for creative art—a very 
high standard of art performance, an unrivalled art public, the 
door wide open for all with artistic talents, and a widespread 
understanding of marxism to serve as the foundation both of 
creative work and for sound critical judgments. It has the inspira­
tion of great deeds done and a new world in the making. T here 
is no doubting the abundance of fine and great creative art which 
will finally pour forth from all socialist societies as the difficulties 
of the pioneering years are overcome.
But art and literature play a big part also in our own social 
struggle. T here is the art which helps the struggle and the art 
which hinders it, the art that ennobles and the art that degrades, 
the art that is effective and the art that is ineffective.
By the right kind of criticism, and above all, by encouragement 
to creative art generally, the fight against monopoly and im perial­
ism and war can be strengthened in no small measure, and the 
ground prepared for the building of socialism and finally com­
munism in our own country.
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Books
JOURNEY AMONG MEN, by 
Jock Marshall, Russell 
Drysdale. Sun Books, 220 pp. 
$1.65.
T H IS  is a welcome paper-back edi­
tion of the orig inal published in 1962. 
Many will find p a rticu la r joy in  R us­
sell D rysdale’s drawings, although 
these and the  tex t fully complement 
each other.
Innum erab le  books have been w rit­
ten  of the heat, a rid ity  and grandeur 
of A ustralia 's in land  and th e  ways of 
its inhab itan ts, hum an  and anim al, 
b u t not since Joseph F urphy’s Such  
Is L ife  have the  in term inable  miles 
betw een camp and camp been trav­
ersed in so lively a com pendium  of 
yarns, scientific observations, sensitive 
description, scraps of history, provoca­
tive opin ions and  laughter as in 
Journey A m o n g  M en.
T h e  “jou rney” is a zoological ex­
ped ition  of some 10,000 miles around 
Australia, west coast and inland, by 
two teams of hard-w orking scientists. 
O f the  "m en” encountered, inevitably 
few, M arshall and  Drysdale make 
hu m an  oases in  an em pty land. An 
em inent Professor of Zoology some­
w hat noted  for irascible sallies against 
hu m an  ignorance and folly, M arshall 
here  indulges a genial tolerance for 
these m en of th e  outback fashioned 
in to  oddities or sages by the  pressures 
of endurance and isolation.
Several pages devoted to the  “mys­
tiq u e” of th e  bush p ub , to the  cere­
m onial ecstasy of the  first beer after
“days of dusty trails,” are lyrical 
enough to sha tte r the  convictions of 
the most rigid teetotaller. T hese tiny 
pubs which “verandahed about, stand 
on the plains like ships a t sea” are 
the “real social centres . . . dissem ina­
tors of news and m ail . . . where 
affairs of the  d istric t are decided . . . 
and bargains sealed w ith a d rink .”
Along w ith his lusty hum or, M ar­
shall is blessed w ith ra re  appreciation 
of na tu re 's  ways, her forms, colors and 
m ovem ent, th a t inspire him  at times 
to notable writing.
On the  track to M arble Bar is 
Gallery H ill, “an extraordinary  gran­
ite outcrop . . . whose great boulders 
are engraved w ith hundreds of petro- 
glyphs by long-gone generations of 
Aboriginal artists . . . T h e  granite 
weathered and butchered  by na ture  
m aintains a curious o rder and delicacy 
and rises like architecture ou t of the 
plain. T h e  carvings appear almost 
golden in color for they are ham ­
m ered in to  and beneath the  age-old 
p a tina  of red brown th a t covers the 
boulders . . . One can p ictu re  them  
(the brown m en) squatting  or stand­
ing high on the pinnacles, pounding 
and ham m ering into the granite, the 
sweat ru n n in g  down th e  ochre of their 
foreheads, g run ting  in time to the 
rhythm  of the  blows, o r w ith voices 
lifted  in  an age-old chant. Men of 
the stone age, creating a great gallery 
of art. I t  is conceivable th a t while 
the builders of C hartres were raising 
their sublim e creation to the  glory of 
God, these children  of the  dawn were 
engraving th e ir  vision of the  creation 
of m ankind  on a  cathedral w rought 
by the elem ents from  the  face of the 
earth , a vision open to the  wide light 
of the  sky, to  th e  singing winds of 
the desert and the sparse and cooling 
ra in .”
Parts of the  book, M arshall says, 
were w ritten  as articles for the  Lon­
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don Observer. If many of the geo­
logical, zoological and historical facts, 
th e  debunking  of fantasies — and the 
caustic comments—were fo r the bene­
fit of the  benighted  B ritisher, most of 
them  are illum inating  to us ignorant 
A ustralians. Journey A m o n g  M en  is 
no t ju st ano ther “away-from -it-all” 
book. It brings hom e once again how 
little  we know of ou r continent.
T hough  the fu tu re  of o u r nation  is 
decided among the masses of m en in 
cities and towns, the  vast, harsh land 
at- our back doors still presents itr. 
challenge to be known and understood 
and p u t expertly to hum an use.
T h a t challenge will some day be 
m et, confidently, by the  A ustralian 
people in a world a t peace.
J.T .
THE THEORY OF 
NATIONAL INCOME AND  
EMPLOYMENT, by B. 
Cameron. 170 pp. Cheshire. 
$4.20.
“T H IS  book gives an introductory 
analysis of the influences affecting the 
level of national production, income 
an d  em ploym ent w ith p a rticu lar ref­
erence to A ustralia . . . the  ideas here 
discussed are those stemm ing from J. 
M. Keynes’ The General Theory o f 
E m ploym en t, Interest and M o n ey .” 
(p. ix.)
B oth Keynes and M arx were on 
com m on ground in assessing that 
“historical experience indicates th a t 
there  is no inheren t tendency for a 
capitalist economy to settle in  a posi­
tion of fu ll em ploym ent eq u ilib riu m ” 
(p. 12), a lthough there is only form al 
sim ilarity  between their explanations
for this phenom enon, bo th  in the 
long ru n  and over the  shorter trade 
cycle.
It is a pity that Prof. Cameron 
does not exam ine the longer run  im ­
plications of Keynes’ theory in the 
A ustralian context. Keynes suggested 
th a t the m arginal efficiency of capital 
(roughly, the anticipated  ra te  of 
profit) fell in  the  long ru n  due to the 
progressive exhaustion of the  op p o r­
tunities for the u tilisation  of capital 
goods. Moreover, because of the 
“fundam ental psychological law ” th a t 
only p a rt of an increase in incom e is 
spent on consum ption, the  increasing 
non-consum ed income (savings) does 
no t find sufficiently attractive invest­
m ent possibilities because of the  de­
cline in the  m arginal efficiency of 
capital, leading to a lower level of 
income and  employment.
In  a form al sense, this is sim ilar 
to the  long-term  m arxian  tendency, 
a lthough M arx did no t recognise a 
com m unity propensity to consume bu t 
a class propensity: the working class 
consumed all their incom e whereas 
the  capitalist class accum ulated, and 
the  rising organic composition of 
capital (ratio of expenditu re  on 
m eans of production  to th a t on 
wages) im plied a falling ra te  of profit. 
In the keynesian case, the  decline 
in the ra te  of profit proceeded from  
a purely technological base; in the  
m arxian, from the relations of p ro ­
duction.
Professor Cameron m ight usefully 
have exam ined the  keynesian proposi­
tion since there  is debate in keynesian 
and m arxian  circles abou t the  con­
form ity of these theories w ith experi­
ence. An exhaustive study by the 
m arxist J. G illm an, The Falling R a te  
o f Profit, suggests th a t it has not 
fallen historically; in  this century the
57
AUSTRALIAN LEFT REVIEW DEC 1966-JAN 1967
counteracting tendencies poin ted  to by 
M arx have proved the  stronger force.
Over th e  shorter period trade cycle, 
Keynes’ explanation  d id  not approach 
the  logical consistency of M arx’s. 
Keynes’ fluctuations were due to 
erratic  m ovem ents in prospective 
yields on investm ents (expectations), 
an explanation  which offered little  
scope for developm ent by post- 
keynesians.
On the  basis of the  keynesian con­
cepts, however, an alternative  theory 
has been developed in  term s of the 
in teraction  of the m u ltip lie r and the 
accelerator. In this, a m ultip lied  in ­
come increase derives from a constant 
o r increasing level of autonom ous in ­
vestment, and the  increased consumer 
dem and created by the income incre­
m ents induces fu rth e r investm ent (the 
acceleration principle). T h e  boom 
continues u n til the  full employment 
ceiling is reached where the accelera­
tor operates in reverse, causing the 
dow nturn.
W hile Prof. Cam eron cites this as 
“am ong th e  m ore im portan t of the 
special theories of industrial fluctua­
tions” (p. 86), he  notes th a t it too 
has proved theoretically deficient; the 
explanation  of the  u p tu rn  is unclear, 
as is the  explanation  of the  level of 
“autonom ous” investm ent from  which 
it  derives. Moreover, the  statistically 
calculated acceleration coefficient of 
5 for advanced capitalist countries 
w ould have caused fluctuations of 
greater m agnitude than  have been 
experienced in Australia.
A key ro le is assigned in the  model 
to th e  ra te  of interest, for Keynes 
assumed th a t investm ent proceeds up 
to the p o in t where the m arginal 
efficiency of capital equals the ra te  of 
interest, (pp. 71-3.) H istorically, how­
ever, it seems th a t th e  ra te  of interest 
has had  little  effect on the  level of 
investm ent because companies increas­
ingly are financing investm ent from 
in ternal sources. Prof. Cameron does 
note these objections to the  keynesian 
proposition bu t seems to discount 
them ; " . . .  a firm which finances its 
investm ent by an equity issue may 
no t th in k  the  interest rate  is im port­
an t, b u t . . .  its fu tu re  equity  issues 
will no t be successful if those profits 
fail to m atch prevailing interest 
rates.” (p. 74.) N or will they if profits 
fail to m atch the  prevailing average 
ra te  of profit.
In  A ustralia, given the  p reponder­
an t im portance of non-interest bear­
ing sources for investm ent this would 
seem th e  m ore general statem ent, so 
th a t th e  opportun ity  cost of an in­
vestm ent p roject (p. 72) becomes not 
the  ra te  of interest bu t the average 
ra te  of profit. T h is deduction pro­
ceeds from  a different understanding 
of interest from  the  keynesian. Keynes 
had  to assume for his interest model 
th a t all investm ent is financed by 
borrow ed funds so that interest be­
comes th e  rew ard for no t hoarding. 
In  the m arxian  definition, which 
seems to accord m ore w ith experience, 
interest is the rew ard for lending and 
determ ines the  division of surplus 
value in to  interest and profits, a 
purely  quan tita tiv e  distinction which 
has become institu tionalised  in to  a 
qualitative  one.
From  a m arxist p o in t of view, the 
strength  of the book lies in the m an­
ner in which it reveals the forces 
underm in ing  the  drive for economic 
ra tionality  in  capitalist society. In 
different ways the m ain concern of 
bo th  Keynes and M arx was to reveal 
the anarchic and chaotic n a tu re  of the 
workings of capitalist society. Keynes, 
of course, th ough t these m aladjust-
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merits could be  rem edied w ith in  the 
fram ew ork of the  capitalist system, 
and  to  some extent the  application  
of his theories has m odified its w ork­
ings. Despite the growing role of the 
state, the  separation and contradic­
tions betw een savings and investm ent 
p lans have no t been overcome, and 
m any of Keynes’ suggested palliatives 
(e.g., h igher taxation on the  rich  to 
lower th e ir  propensity to save) have 
no t been effected.
M arxists will argue th a t i t  is be­
cause of th e  very n a tu re  of capitalist 
society th a t such measures cannot be 
introduced, and  therefore th a t the  
triu m p h  of economic ra tionality  will 
be postponed till the  advent of 
socialism.
H e n r y  C a r r o l l .
HISTORY JOURNALS, 
Some comments by W. A. 
W ood.
IN  the  Ju n e  issue of the  jou rnal of 
the  Royal A ustralian H istorical Soci­
ety, Jo h n  Cobley analyses for the  first 
tim e th e  real crimes of the  first fleet 
convicts.
Exam ining the sentences passed on 
646 of them , Mr. Cobley finds no th ing  
sensational. T h e  convicts w eren’t vil­
lage H am pdens or desperate m u rd er­
ers. T h e  biggest total was scored by 
"sim ple th e ft” (247), “highway ro b ­
bery” (48) and the stealing of various 
anim als (61). All b u t 24 of th e  646 
were thieves of some k ind—a small 
k ind . As M r. Cobley says, “highway 
robbery" could m ean stealing a  silk 
handkerchief w orth a shilling. A h u n ­
dred  and ninety of the  thieves were 
lucky to escape being hanged. T h e ir 
d eath  sentences had been com m uted
to transporta tion . Tw o of these were 
guilty of "sacrilege” as well as theft, 
having stolen the  silver from  M agda­
len College chapel, Oxford. T h e  sil­
ver was a good deal m ore sacred th an  
the  lives of the  poor to  the  ru ling  
classes of those days.
So A ustralia  i t  tu rn s out, was fo u n ­
ded by small thieves. T h e  big opera­
tors, like M acarthur, came soon afte r­
ward to steal the country itself, and 
get th e ir photos onto today’s two- 
do llar bills.
One of these thieves (of labor 
power as well as land) was the  Rev. 
Samuel M arsden, and  M ichael Saclier 
in  ano ther article draws a tten tion  to 
a  little-know n m anuscrip t in  the  M it­
chell L ibrary, Sydney, till recently u n ­
catalogued b u t now, says M r. Saclier, 
known to be M arsden’s work.
T h e  MS confirms th a t M arsden was 
opposed to M acarthur—he  was in  E ng­
land  du ring  the R um  Rebellion—b u t 
he w ould have backed B ligh. M ars­
den notes how deeply entrenched 
were the R um  profiteers, saying th a t 
any Governor who took them  on 
w ould find himself up  against the 
"private interests" of m en whose “ac­
tive m inds w ould suggest a thousand 
ways to m ake him  feel the w eight of 
th e ir resentm ent.”
W hy Sydney's A rchbishop Loane, 
newly enthroned, should have singled 
ou t such an unsavoury character as 
M arsden for praise is a  puzzle. T h e  
"flogging parson” stands ou t as a 
tru ly  ha te fu l character even in  the  
rugged times he lived in. H e had  a 
particu lar ha tred  for the  Irish, from  
whom  the Archbishop is descended 
and M r. Saclier offers us a specimen 
of the  "bilious ou tpourings of h a tred  
and fe a r  which drop from  the gentle  
parson.”
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Marsden refers to , . . “ the Irish 
N ation, who are  the most wild, ig­
n o ran t and savage race th a t were ever 
favored w ith the  L ight of Civilisa­
tio n ” and dem ands a continued ban 
on the  Catholic religion. If  Dr. Loane 
is really p ro u d  to count such a m an 
am ong the  church ’s founding fathers 
in  N.S.W., the  rest of us can only 
say he is welcome to him .
MOST im po rtan t of the new re­
search articles in  May, 1966, Labor 
H istory, bu lle tin  of the  A ustralian 
Society for the  Study of Labor His­
tory, is the overdue re-telling by West 
A ustralian  historian , B. K. de Garis of 
the  story of “W est A ustralia’s Eureka.”
On May 4, 1919, the  W harf L um ­
pers’ U nion of Frem antle defeated 
a ttem pts by the  Governm ent, and an 
arm ed body of police, to unload a 
“ black” sh ip  w ith  scab labor. T hey 
d id  this w ith th e  loss of T hom as 
Edwards, a w aterside w orker killed in 
the  struggle. B u t they forced the  re­
signation of the  Prem ier (Sir) Hal. 
Colebatch.
Unskilled workers were able to 
score a clear-cut win over an anti- 
L abor G overnm ent and get rid  of it. 
Such incidents are too rare  in our 
history, and m uch too rarely talked 
about. As de Garis says, “T hom as Ed­
wards was soon forgotten .” One of 
Labor H istory’s tasks is to see that 
such workers are not forgotten.
FIVE JOURNEYS FROM 
JAKARTA, by Maslyn 
Williams. Collins, 382 pp. 
$4.50.
INDONESIA, com prising 3000 islands, 
inhab ited  by some 100 m illion people, 
is o u r nearest neighbor in South East
Asia. Most A ustralians knew nothing 
of these people u n til 20-25 years ago. 
Particu larly  since the  m id 1950’s, due 
to the Federal L iberal G overnm ent’s 
foreign and  dom estic policies, we have 
been fed on a crude fare of "threats 
from  the colored n o rth ” and the 
“civilised w hite ou tpost” concept.
U nfortunately  there  have been too 
few books, good, indifferent or even 
bad, to cast m ore than  a glim m er of 
ligh t on  the subject. C ertainly not 
enough to  try  and bridge m ore than 
a century  of neglect.
Maslyn W illiam s gives us the oppor­
tu n ity  to gain some understand ing  of 
the Indonesian people. Using Jakarta  
as a  base, he travelled (in early 1965) 
off the  by-ways to Sulawesi, Bali, 
Sum atra, Java, Irian  Barat.
W ritten  in a very frank first person, 
the a u th o r reveals a sincere affection 
for the  people; “I fe lt a  great love 
. . . and  sense of oneness w ith this 
old m an and all the  people round  
about.” H e enjoys everyday conversa­
tion  w ith  the coolie, the vendor, the 
peasant, the new settler, their p ride  in 
living free from  D utch oppression; is 
amazed a t th e  long standing and 
highly skilled culture. C om paring a 
perform ance of the  classical Balinese 
Legong Dance, he ponders that, having 
recently seen h igh  class western ballet 
(in New York) “I was vaguely ashamed 
th a t I had  thought the others (west­
ern) graceful.” T h e  Balinese dancers 
were 12 years old!
T h e  w riter vividly brings to life the 
people’s everyday activities — a t the 
m arkets, on th e  streets, “gotong roy- 
ong” (com m unal efforts), cockfighting, 
a vicious bloodsport a t the  fair; the 
perseverance to overcome illiteracy, to 
b u ild  a widespread m edical service, 
develop new industries.
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W hat were Mr. W illiam s’ reasons 
for such a trip? " I  am going to look 
for a tru th  w hich will satisfy m e” and 
“I do no t wish to accept any m ore 
ready-m ade judgm ents th ru st upon me 
by professional politicians and glib 
com m entators.”
Does he succeed? Find his tru th?  
Shed the  “ready-m ade judgm ents?” 
N early h a lf way through the  book (p. 
166) h e  adm its he  still “becomes con­
fused" and  even on the last page bar 
one (p. 381) " I  could see, miserably, 
only long bleak vistas of my own 
ignorance.”
B ut one cannot completely agree 
w ith  Mr. W illiam s' pessimistic ap ­
praisal of himself. His objectivity and 
h u m an ity  seem to be m uch stronger 
than  this negative self-appraisal w ar­
rants. H is journeys a re  no t super­
ficial b u t deep and probing, though, 
of course, correct, o r clear and simple 
results do no t always easily come even 
from  such a basically sound approach. 
B u t come they do.
W hile he  faithfully  records, recog­
nises and, I  believe, condem ns the 
re ta rd in g  and oppressive 350 years of 
D utch  colonial rule, he e ith e r does not 
recognise o r understand the  advent of 
th e  newer, somewhat m ore subtle post­
war colonialism th a t has developed 
from  the  very forces th a t spawned the 
now disintegrated colonial empires.
In F ive Journeys  a few comm unists 
are m et, and  a fair b it  of an ti­
com m unism  unveiled. Maybe some 
things have been even prophetic. For 
exam ple, the  surprise of th e  au thor, 
no ting  the strength and influence of 
the  PK I, learn ing first h and  accounts 
of the  wrecking (by Islamic students) 
of the  Com m unist Youth O rganisa­
tio n ’s bu ild ing  in Malang. And the
comm unists were defeated in  labor 
un ion  elections (by well-organised 
Islamic groups) in Sourabaya’s largest 
iron  foundry.
A skin buyer comments: “T h e  com­
m unists have some good ideas and they 
work hard , b u t they should no t sham e 
the  rest of the Indonesian people w ith 
their childish dem onstrations.” (p. 
261.)
General N asution was then  organisa­
tional head of the N ational Front, in 
charge of all the  regular and  volun­
teer fighting forces, police, organised 
work force and am ateur spying sys­
tems. H e thus became a symbol of 
strength, and well placed for the  a n ti­
com m unist forces. General N asution 
is “ a nice m an, a religious m an, gen­
erous and fa ir in  all his dealings.” T h e  
au th o r meets Lukm an, second top 
com m unist, who came from  the D utch 
hell camp in New G uinea du ring  the  
war, to A ustralia  w ith his m other, now 
buried  in N.S.W. H e revisited her 
grave in 1963. "A simple, decent m an, 
m ore h eart than  m ind .” Now exe­
cuted by N asution’s forces.
Are the  comm unists crushed com­
pletely? For a m ovem ent th a t was 
prim arily  responsible for Sukarno p ro ­
claim ing the  1945 Independence, th a t 
organised peasants for lan d  reform  and 
developed the largest national trade 
un ion  organisations, there is still a 
base to begin anew'. B ut there  are 
b itte r  lessons to be learned.
W hatever the  politics, the dream s 
and tensions, Maslyn W illiam s reveals 
th e  people of Indonesia. G etting to 
know them  through his book can be 
a thoroughly enjoyable experience for 
everyone and stim ulate desire for 
fu rth e r knowledge and contact.
M a n n i e  B u r n h a m .
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THE INTERNATIONAL  
BRIGADES— SPAIN, 1936- 
1939, by Vincent Brome. 
Heinemann, $6.40.
T H IS  book poses, and attem pts to 
answer, some questions about the 
origin and  purpose of the  In ter­
national Brigades, how they fared, 
how today’s survivors view their p a r­
ticipation in th e  fight of the  Spanish 
people.
T h e  au th o r pays tr ib u te  to the 
motives of the  thousands of mostly 
young m en who flocked to  Spain from 
m any countries of the  world to help 
defend th e  dem ocratically elected 
G overnm ent. H e  acknowledges the 
heroic fight they waged in all the 
m ajor battles—from  the crucial de­
fence of M adrid  in  Novem ber 1936 
to the  final struggle on the  Ebro River 
alm ost three years later. T h e ir  n um ­
bers were small, th e ir losses in dead 
and w ounded in p roportion  huge.
M uch is m ade all th rough  the book 
of the  difficulties and differences that 
existed betw een the  various nationa li­
ties composing th e  Brigades, and  be­
tween the  Brigades and the  Spanish 
G overnm ent and  command.
It is certainly tru e  there  were d if­
ferences, there  was grum bling, there 
were opposing policies and ideologies. 
For the  early m onths there  was no 
unified com m and, no  single strategy. 
In  add ition  to th a t p a r t of the  old 
arm y w hich rem ained  loyal, the 
Socialists organised and comm anded 
their own m ilitia  forces; so d id  the 
Anarchists and  th e  Communists, and 
it  was only th e  u rgen t needs of the 
war th a t eventually  b rough t a unified 
arm y and unified comm and. H ad  this 
existed a t the  beginning, the o u t­
come could well have been different.
As the war dragged on disillusion­
m ent grew, the weak and  the  weary 
found  continu ing  defeats unbearable, 
division and distrust grew. I t  was 
naive to th in k , as so m any of us did, 
th a t the  fine in te rnational outlook 
insp iring  the  Brigades autom atically 
m ade for sm ooth and efficient ru n ­
n ing  of armies. In  spite of these 
handicaps, discipline rem ained high 
and fighting sp irit good.
M uch of w hat Brom e records is 
obviously colored by his own beliefs. 
Perhaps the outstand ing  exam ple is 
found  in  C hapter 2, "O rig in  of the 
Brigades” . H e quotes from  a book, 
1 was a Spy  fo r  Stalin, w ritten  by 
one Krivitsky (alias Ginsberg), alleg­
edly Chief of Soviet M ilitary In te lli­
gence in  W estern Europe. According 
to this, Moscow decided th a t move­
m ents of volunteers to Spain m ust be 
secretly policed by th e  OG PU, in ­
form ers p lan ted  to  weed ou t sus­
pected spies, m em bers whose opinions 
were no t strictly orthodox elim inated, 
and reading m atte r and conversation 
supervised.
T h a t  any m eetings m ade such de­
cisions is extrem ely doubtfu l, b u t cer­
tainly th e  alleged decisions were not 
carried  ou t, as can be vouched fo r by 
any A ustralian  who saw service in the 
Brigade.
T h ere  are m any sim ilar u n a u th en ti­
cated tales. O ne m entions C harlotte 
H aldane, who worked in a Paris 
recru itm ent centre, and  this abounds 
w ith  tales of secret addresses, pass­
words, cross-examinations, police 
shadowings, and  o th er ingredients of 
TV  secret service stories.
My personal experience was very 
different. I  walked in to  Mrs. H al­
dane’s office, told he r my nam e and
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th a t I w anted  to go to Spain. I had 
no credentials, was asked no questions 
except w hether I was a  good w'alker, 
and  told to come back in  two days, 
when I set ou t w ith some English 
lads for ou r common destination— 
via the  sum m it of the  Pyrenees. No 
questions, no pass-words, e ither then 
or when we reached Spain.
La Pasionaria, the nam e of a hero­
ine of Spain adm ired by m illions 
th roughou t the  world, is victim  of an 
attack, foul even if true, abou t he r 
private life which is dragged in w ith ­
ou t any reason o ther th an  besm irch­
ing her.
T h e  last chapter “T h e  R etu rn  
H om e,” carries vignettes on the  lives 
of some who got back safely to the 
U nited  States and B ritain . Most of 
those quoted  were, b u t a re  no  longer, 
com m unists, now rejecting their past 
associations and actions.
T h ere  are a very few notable ex­
ceptions. One of these is Alvah 
Bessie, one of the  im prisoned Holly­
wood T en . H e told th e  au thor: “I 
have no t changed my opinions, des­
p ite  all a ttem pts to debunk that 
cause, to slander the Spanish R epub­
lic G overnm ent and the  USSR’s in ­
volvem ent in th a t fight.”
For myself, I am 100 pe r cent, w ith 
him  and am confident th a t the  o th er 
A ustralians who participa ted  in w hat 
the  book calls “ the  last o f the  great 
crusades” are too.
As for V incent Brome, his effort 
seems to be p a rt of today’s no t so 
sophisticated anti-com m unism , ra ther 
th an  an  a ttem p t a t historical rep o rt­
ing.
Sam Aarons.
PENAL COLONY TO  
PENAL POWERS, 
by J. Hutson. Amalgamated 
Engineering Union, 229 pp. 
$1.50.
T H IS  publication  by the  A m alga­
m ated Engineering U nion is a new 
dep artu re  in union activity.
T h e  need for a study and analysis 
of the  peculiar and com plicated a rb i­
tra tio n  system, from the  p o in t of view 
of m ilitan t trade unionism , is well m et 
by the  au thor, who is a research officer 
of the AEU. T h e  study covers the  
early period of settlem ent, briefly 
touches on  the beginnings and the 
first activities of the trade unions, 
shows clearly the forces which led to 
the  establishm ent of the  a rb itra tion  
system and critically analyses some of 
the  practices of a rb itra tion  over the 
years.
T h is book is m ore for th e  converted, 
th a t is, for th e  active m ilitan t worker 
who takes m ore than  a passing in te r­
est in the  never-ending struggle under 
capitalism  for a greater share of the 
enorm ous wealth produced.
T h is is no t to deny the  strength of 
the  argum ents presented, for exam ple, 
against the  theory th a t wage increases 
are the  cause of price increases, or 
th a t the  best way to raise wages is by 
a well argued and docum ented case 
before the court.
T h e  au th o r convincingly shows th a t 
th e  decisions of the court are in ­
fluenced by the extent o f mass agita­
tion and activity outside th e  court.
H e refers to the  classic exam ple of 
the  court’s a ttitu d e  to  the  claim  for 
three  weeks’ annual leave. In  1961 it 
was recognised in p rincip le  b u t re ­
fused because of over-full em ploym ent; 
in 1962 it was again recognised in
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princip le b u t refused because of in ­
creased unem ploym ent; in 1963 it was 
g ranted  following the biggest trade 
union cam paign since the  m etal trades 
dispute of 1947, over-em ploym ent or 
under-em ploym ent notw ithstanding.
T h e  N ational Civic Council argu­
m ents for a wage adjusted according 
to a national productivity  index are 
set out, analysed and annih ilated  in a 
fashion this reader has never before 
seen, and the  positive alternative of a 
living wage very ably presented.
However, the  most topical and in ­
deed the m ost im portan t section of 
the book is the  la tte r p a rt dealing 
with the penal powers and other re­
pressive legislation.
H ere the au th o r sets ou t the truly 
massive legal appara tus established to 
ensure “m axim um  exploitation and 
th a t the big investm ent in m odern 
p lan t does not lie idle, th a t the labor 
employed m ust present itself for work 
when requ ired .”
Such an  assessment of the real 
n a tu re  of the  penal powers is not the 
academic approach, a m ere statem ent 
of the position, b u t a class approach 
to the problem  and  a m ilitan t dem and 
for their removal.
“T h e  first pro test against penal 
powers took place in 1840 when public 
m eetings in  Sydney and a petition 
signed by 2,856 was instrum ental in 
m odifying the harshest features of a 
new M asters and Servants Act.” So 
penal powers go back a long way in 
the  history of the  A ustralian  labor 
m ovem ent and  the  struggle against 
their application, as the au th o r shows, 
is a con tinu ing  one reaching high 
spots a t p a rticu la r periods of history.
Active opposition over recent years 
has been ham pered by ineffective 
leadership from  the  r ig h t wing in 
control of t h e . A ustralian Council of
T rad e  Unions, b u t the  au tho r warns 
against seeking short cuts, or theories 
of the  m ilitan ts “going it  alone.”
Penal powers have been used to 
ho ld  back th e  struggles of wide sec­
tions, and th e ir  removal, the author 
argues, is therefore a problem  for the 
whole of the  trade  un ion  m ovement 
including those sections which have 
not, as yet, felt the “ legal lash.”
In  the  p resen t era of rap id  tech­
nological change and autom ation, the 
need fo r removal of penal powers be­
comes still m ore pressing, as new de­
m ands fo r a un ion  say in the control 
of industry  and in the in troduction 
of new processes are added to the 
trad itiona l ones.
In  such a serious, and a t times in­
volved discussion on these issues, the 
au th o r’s saving grace of a sense of 
hum or makes the book extremely 
readable.
T h is  is no t a book to have on the 
bookshelf. I t  is m ore a tool of trade 
fo r the  trade un ion  activist. B u t that 
is no t its lim it. I t  is indeed a scholarly 
con tribu tion  to the  small b u t growing 
lite ra tu re  abou t the  history, traditions 
and perspectives of the A ustralian 
labor m ovement.
T h e  a u th o r’s scientific m ethod of 
investigating th e  reality  he  is con­
cerned w ith, and  presentation of facts 
ra th e r th an  declam atory opinions, 
makes this book an  im portan t one for 
m arxist theoreticians to study.
T h e  Com m onw ealth Council of the 
AEU, in  authorising  its publication, 
has set a precedent th a t could well be 
followed by m any o ther unions con­
cerned w ith the solution of some of 
the  m ajo r problem s w ith which his­
tory has confronted them.
R a y  C l a r k e .
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comment —The Federal Elections.
T he sweeping Liberal-Country Party victory is at once setback, 
threat and challenge to the A ustralian labor and democratic move­
ment.
T he massive government majority, a Liberal Party with near­
ly half the seats, and increased strength for the Liberal extreme 
right, will threaten suppression of all opposition and even more 
extremist foreign policies. B ut any attem pt along these line will 
create a powerful counter-movement.
T he most significant thing, so far obscured by establishment 
jubilation, is that 42 per cent of Australians have voted against 
the Vietnam war and against conscription of youth for this war, and 
implicitly for a new Australian foreign policy of peace and friend­
ship with Asia. T he Governm ent’s electoral tactics made it in ­
evitable that a vote for Labor, Liberal Reform or Communist 
could mean only this.
T h e  Government m ounted a massive campaign to scare elec­
tors with false visions of encroaching Asian hordes. T he Liberals 
claimed to have placed Australia behind the American shield by 
cunningly providing soldiers for Vietnam and an open go for 
American capital in acquiring Australian resources,
T h e  Labor Party was presented as criminally irresponsible or 
even treasonable. And a sustained, skilful campaign was m ounted 
against Mr. Calwell, helped by the im patient ambitions of Mr. 
W hitlam  for the Party Leadership.
T h e  election result will stimulate the contention of policies in  
the ALP. One will seek the seductive path  to power by favor of 
capitalist opinion makers; the o ther will seek a new way to de­
velop a genuine alternative foreign and domestic policy, expres­
sing the growing desire for a radical change.
A deeper cause for the Liberal victory lies in a certain spread, 
among sections of the younger generation, of conformism and ac­
commodation to the empty values of modern monopoly capitalist 
Australia.
This conformism, only partly offset by the growing youthful 
radicalism, challenges every ideological trend in  the labor and 
democratic movement to present its concepts and proposals for the 
completely new direction for Australia, in social structure, national 
development and relations with Asia. T he Communist Party has 
already released its views, in the documents for its Twenty-first 
Congress, proposing the path  of working towards a coalition of 
all Australian left and democratic forces.
Printed and published a t  21 Ross St., Forest Lodge, by D. B. Young Pty 
Limited, of 168 Day St., Sydney.
COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA 
DOCUMENTS FOR DISCUSSION AT 21st 
NATIONAL CONGRESS JUNE, 1967
This pamphlet, free to members of the Communist | 
Party and on public sale at 2 0  cents, attempts a basic 
analysis of modern Australian society and advances pro­
posals to build the Communist Party and further the cause j 
of socialism in Australia.
Available at 168 Day St., Sydney and all Communist 
Party offices.
THE JIMBERI TRACK 
by Max Brown 
Australasian Book Society, 186 pp., $2.75
The trouble began when the white boss threatened to  
shoot his two young Aboriginal assistants. Suddenly Tawala 
was shanghaied and Ralph found the police of ten towns 
after him.
A  well written and fascinating book by the author of 
Australian Son and Wild Turkey.
THE VIETNAMESE NATION: 
Contribution to a History
by Jean Chesneaux 
English translation by Malcolm Salmon.
Current Book Distributors. Approximate price: $3.25. 
About 300 pp. Publication date: Jan., 1967
This work by the noted French orientalist, M. Jean 
Chesneaux of the Sorbonne, is an acknowledged standard 
work on its subject. The original text has been revised and 
a new chapter added to bring it up to date for the pur­
pose of the English translation, which has been approved 
by the author.
